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Al and Janet Glenn (seated), with
Brad, Ryan, and Amanda

Al Glenn is known for his sense of humor, his many
grow up to be Christians and find Christian spouses. He
talents, and especially his Christian commitment. But Al
knew they needed a good youth program. So he and
did not grow up in a Christian family.
Janet committed ten years as youth coordinators in their
When he was in high school, Al began to date a
church. Their tasks are to find leaders, to oversee the
Christian girl, Janet Hoover. After a few dates, she
program, and to maintain close contact with parents. The
refused to go out with him again because he was not a
emphasis is on discipleship, service, and fun. But
Christian and her parents did not approve of them dating.
because Al is also concerned about evangelistic outreach
But Al did not give up—he went to Janet's father and
to teens, he serves on the Young Life area committee and
asked, "What do I have to do to become a Christian?"
often speaks in churches to enlist support for this work.
Mr. Hoover explained the gospel and gave Al a Bible.
Al's interest in youth has led him to serve on the
One day soon afterward, Al opened his heart to Jesus in
strategic planning committee of the local school district.
the Hoovers' driveway.
This past June he was invited to speak at the high school
In the following months, Al spent many hours with
commencement. In his address, he was able to include a
youth leader Phil Keefer, who helped him understand his
witness, pointing out that everyone needs to find stannew faith.
dards to live by, and that he
Today Al is married to Janet
personally has found his in the
:
Bible.
and they have three children. Al
"Special People" profiles a
studied accounting and finance,
In addition to youth work,
wide variety of Brethren in
and has worked in various busiAl sometimes teaches a SunChrist members of all ages and
ness positions, including three
day school class, most recently
from all walks of life.
years as controller at Messiah
one on business ethics. He also
You are invited to submit a
College. He also has run a farmsings occasional solos.
short article about some "Speing operation. At present he has
Al Glenn is truly a man with
cial Person" you would like to
his own business consulting pracmany gifts, all of which he
introduce to Visitor readers.
Articles should be typewritten,
tice.
uses to serve and glorify God.
preferably 300-400 words, and
Because Al likes to focus his
must have the approval of the
energy on a specific goal, he
person being profiled. If your
decided to do the same in his
article is accepted for publicaAl and Janet Glenn are members
Christian service. As his children
tion, we will contact you to
of the Dillsburg (Pa.) Brethren in
got older, he felt his greatest
secure a photo for publication
Christ Church, as is the author of this
(which will be returned).
responsibility was helping them
article, Virginia M. Anderson.
Mail your article to
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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Who was the neighbor?

The one who
treated him kindly
II

II

&
Luke 10:37

by Bonnie Frey

For 2,000 years those who love to learn from the
parables of Jesus have been intrigued by the story of
the "Good Samaritan." Good Samaritan, almost an
oxymoron! The Message starts the parable with the
subhead, "Defining Neighbor." The bottom line of
the story is deceptively simple: the neighbor was
"the one who treated him kindly."
Jesus' call to "go and do the same" echoes across the
years and begs no further discourse. We all understand
it. But perhaps we forget how well we are doing it.
To illustrate how naturally showing kindness flows
out of the "unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives,"
I'm sharing some vignettes of kindness from the Zion
church family. They remind us that showing kindness is
almost always inconvenient; it is costly and time consuming, demanding our energy and resources; it does not
guarantee a life-changing response on the part of the
recipient.
Jeremy

He first began showing up at church with Dave. It
made perfect sense as both he and Dave were deaf. Dave
was a wonderful role model for him and Jeremy learned
to be more outgoing and interact more normally with
others. His visits became more frequent and it was obvious he liked being with Dave's family. Dave left home to
go to college, but Jeremy continued to hang around. He
had found a second home.
A few months later Dave's dad, Ron, went to court to
ask for temporary custody of this young man because his
mom was unable to stay sober to take care of him and
his grandmother's patience had run out. So at 15 Jeremy
became a part of Ron and Kerry's family, experiencing a

normal
father and
mother figure and acceptance by Dave's siblings.
Ron and Kerry and the children
cared about him and he thrived and blossomed in their
home.
His involvement with the church family and especially the youth group gave him new self-confidence. He
proudly bought his first car. But old ties pulled. He visited his birth family one Christmas and seemed changed
after that visit. He told Ron, "I am tired of being the only
white sheep in my family!" Jeremy was now 17. He
became involved with an older woman and wanted the
rules changed at home. Ron told him they could not let
him do as he pleased. He asked his social worker if he
could leave. Regretfully Dave's family said goodbye to
him as he moved on. Jeremy has returned to visit the "B"
family a couple of times and has questioned his decision
Evangelical Visitor

to leave them. He is a ward of the state at the present
time....
Does it matter that Dave's family treated him kindly?
Brandon

A year ago Brandon and his brother Casey came to
live with the "Z's." Tina Z had not forgotten what it was
like to be in trouble without a place to live. She had been
a single parent to two daughters for many years, but
recently had married. The family had found a church
home at Zion, experienced spiritual renewal and put their
house in order. Tina wanted to do something besides
supervise housekeeping at a local nursing home. She and
her husband Neal agreed they would like to have a ministry at home. They heard about the brothers needing a
home and welcomed them. Brandon and Casey had been
abused and neglected and were a handful.
The social worker handling his case told me, "Tina
loves those kids." They snuggled close to her while sitting in church. The boys experienced being in a loving
family with the Z's. After about eight months Casey was
able to return home. Brandon has chosen to remain with
the Z's since he fears going back to his once abusive
father. The Z's do not know how long he will be with
them. He has thrived because of the kindness he is experiencing and is a completely different boy than he was a
year ago. The Z's have also welcomed Kurtis, Chris, and
J.T The list will go on....
Does it matter that they treat the boys kindly?
Jenny

Jenny has been known for years to the Zion church
family. The church and school were unable to intervene
more than minimally while she and her sisters survived
the physical and sexual abuse of their father. Both parents were alcoholic.
Jenny's school teacher, Myron, and our pastor visited
several times trying to bring some sense to the situation.
Jenny's parents were good-hearted people and would
invite young men to live with them sometimes if they
needed a home. Jenny became pregnant in eighth grade,
got married shortly after the birth of her first daughter,
and subsequently had three more children. She has
always attended church activities regularly even though
her husband never came with her.
Jenny is pretty overwhelmed with trying to discipline
four active children. Sometimes their behavior is inappropriate, but many people help her with the children,
and treat them all kindly. Myron and his wife Mary continue to find many ways to help Jenny. On occasion they
and several others have gone to her home and helped her
when they had Jenny's permission to do so.
Jenny was afraid she was going to have her children
removed because the environment at home was barely
adequate. She went to talk to the social worker involved
who encouraged her to make some changes. The social
worker told me later how Jenny had spoken with much
pride about "her church" and what it meant to her to be a
February 1994

part of our church family. Jenny loves her children but
sometimes cannot adequately meet their needs. The people of the Zion church family will continue to make a
difference in their lives.
Does it matter that she and the children are treated
kindly?
Don

One of our church members, Steve, was part of a team
that visited the local jail each Wednesday. He met Don
there, kept in contact with him while he served an 18
months sentence at Leavenworth, and upon his release
was there to give Don a job when he could not find work
elsewhere. Steve and his wife Anita and their children
would be family to him for the next couple of years.
Steve, a livestock producer and farmer, made sure Don
had food and clothing. Don worked for Steve when he
needed him (and sometimes when he didn't need him) to
earn money for housing.
The B's took him places with them. Once when there
was a glitch in the judicial system, Steve hired a lawyer
for Don and took him to Kansas City to keep him out of
jail. Don was intelligent, a machinist by trade; he had a
son who came to visit the B's and became friends with
their son.
Don, with his ponytail neatly in place, came to church
with his girlfriend and her boys and they were made to
feel welcome. But life was an ongoing struggle and
drugs continued to beckon. Don's girlfriend left; the jobs
came to an end and he was reduced to living in a house
with no electricity. The weather was turning cold. Shortly before Thanksgiving last year, Donny's ex-girlfriend,
Janice, took pity on him and said he could move back in
with her. She came with a friend in his pickup to move
Don.
While on the road home, Donny was certain they
were being followed and became frantic. (He was experiencing the paranoia that goes with use of crystal
methamphetamine.) Don wanted to jump from the truck
and before they could stop or talk him out of it, he
jumped out and took off. Janice tried to find him but was
told that he would show up; he had disappeared before.
Donny was found dead a week later just outside the little
town of Canton, their destination. He was sitting up
against a tree, within view of the little cemetery where
he was buried. There was speculation that Donny died of
exposure.
Does it matter that Steve, Anita, and their family
treated him kindly?
The answer to this and similar questions of whether or
not our kindness really matters is a resounding yes, yes,
yes! For how else do we respond to the words of Jesus
when he said, "Go and do the same."
Bonnie Frey attends the Zion church, rural Abilene. She is a clinical social worker, adoption supervisor with Catholic Charities at
Salina, Kan., and a member of the Board of Administration of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
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millions of believers settle into their church
pews to worship and watch
their cleric perform (not unlike "Donahue" audiences). We sing our
favorite hymns, do our church duties,
and study our Bibles. It's somewhat
comforting to view a decaying world
from the distant safety of our sanctuaries while we strive to strengthen our
own personal relationship with God.
Not that striving for personal holiness is wrong; it is central to the
Christian life. But the Christian faith
doesn't stop on an individual level.
When believers recite the ancient
baptismal confession, "Jesus is Lord,"
we refer to his rule over our own
lives, of course, but we are also acknowledging his sovereignty over all
he has created. That means we have
the awesome responsibility of asserting that rule—of proclaiming his
truth—in a world that is scornfully
asking Pilate's timeless question:
"What is truth?"
We cannot sit back in our sanctuaries and refuse to take up this challenge. We cannot forego the corporate consequences of Jesus' lordship.
For we alone can provide the answer
and point a weary and skeptical culture to the ultimate and only reality,
Jesus Christ himself.
His body—his church—is charged
with the obligation to defend his truth.
As the apostle Paul described in his
letter to Timothy, the church is to be
"the pillar and support of the truth."
That which raises up the truth and
makes it visible to the world.
That means we must know the
truth. And in order to effectively
engage the mind-set of the scoffers
we meet each day in the marketplace,
we must understand their presuppositions or world-view.... And of course
VERY WEEK

Excerpted by permission from The Body,
by Charles Colson. Copyright ©1992. Used
by permission of Word Publishing, Dallas,
Texas. A related article, "A Biblical World
View," also excerpted from this book,
appeared in the January 1994 issue.
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Pillar of
we must understand how Christ's
lordship reigns over all of life, what it
means to have a Christian worldview, and how to articulate that view.
For make no mistake—this clash
of world-views is at the heart of the
great cosmic struggle that rages for
the hearts and minds and souls of men
and women. How prepared are we for
this great war of the worlds? How
well-equipped are we to defend the
truth? '
Dismally. The Barna poll that
revealed that two-thirds of the American people believe there is no such
thing as absolute truth also revealed a
shocking response from believers: 53
percent of those claiming to be Biblebelieving, conservative Christians
said there is no such thing as absolute
truth. A majority of those who follow the One who says, "I am the
truth," profess not to believe in truth.
Equally chilling were Gallup's
findings: Although 70 percent of all
Americans believe it is important to
do what the Bible teaches, two-thirds
of this same group reject moral absolutes. Schizophrenic.
So how do we engage in this struggle? If we are to be, as commanded,
the pillar and support of the truth, it
seems obvious that the first thing the
people of God need to do is understand what we believe and to recover
the fundamentals of the Christian
faith.

Back to Basics

We must begin with a renewed
commitment to the truth, for we must
understand that Jesus' claim is the
very foundation of our faith. That
starts with Scripture, which we confess to be God's revealed prepositional truth. We must be convinced
by faith and by compelling evidence
that Scripture is inspired by God,
authoritative, and without error in its
original autographs.
Also, we must stand boldly in the
tradition of those who have gone
before us, many of whom have shed
their blood in defense of the historic,
orthodox confession of our faith. In
theology, as in other areas of life, fads
come and go, but truth is validated as
it survives the assaults that come its
way. Tested through the centuries, the
central tenets of Christian orthodoxy
have been passed on and entrusted to
us. And here we must stand—without
equivocation—even when the world
hangs labels on us that represent
everything considered ugly and backward....
We must get over our timidity.
Secularists misinterpret it as insecurity and a weakness of faith. Some
years ago the leading atheist spokesperson, Madalyn Murray O'Hair, was
asked why so many people were
afraid of her. "I'll tell you why some
Christians are," she replied. "They
are not sure what they say they beEvangelical Visitor

by Chuck Colson

majority vote. It is, by definition,
objectively true whether anyone
believes it or not. The world was still
round even when most of its inhabitants believed it was flat. God is still
God even when millions deny him.
His word is still his Word, notwithstanding all those who try to
explain it away.
The church is not a
democracy and never can
be. We can change rules
and practices and sing new
hymns and use different
styles of worship. We can
change forms, but not our
foundation. For the church is
authoritarian. It is ruled over by
Christ the Head and governed by a
constitution that cannot be ignored or
amended.
This is what galls [many people
today]. This is why they portray the
church as anachronistic and arbitrary.
This is why their bashing of Biblecleaving believers is so popular.
But Scripture and our orthodox
confession teach us the truth, not only
about God, but also about man. The
Bible says that every person has
sinned and fallen short of God's glory.
Jesus said, "The things which proceed out of the man are what defile
the man...these evil things proceed
from within." And this is where we
really offend the modern mind; for
this is a direct challenge to the dominant, secular, Utopian view of men
and women as innately good victims

Truth
lieve is true. If they were, I wouldn't
be a threat to them at all." Precisely.
Nor should we be defensive about
what we believe or the authority by
which we believe it. [Some people]
argue that church leaders who hold
to orthodoxy are simply out of touch;
doctrine should be determined by
what the majority believe. That's the
only way the church can be relevant,
they argue.
What foolishness. Could there be
anything more relevant than the spiritual salvation of each human being
who, apart from Christ, is absolutely
lost? The historic gospel is the most
immediate, encompassing, and necessary news anyone could ever proclaim.
Besides, truth is not determined by

Truth is not determined by majority vote.
It is, by definition, objectively true
whether anyone believes it or not.
The world was still round even when most
of its inhabitants believed it was flat. God
is still God even when millions deny him.
His word is still his Word, notwithstanding
. all those who try to explain it away.
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of corrupt social influences. Instead,
Scripture teaches, men and women
are independent moral agents who
make moral choices and must accept
responsibility for those choices.
For people to see their need for a
Savior, they must first see this truth
about themselves. And if the truth
about God challenges the secular
mind, the truth about man is terrifying.
In 1960, Israeli undercover agents
orchestrated the daring kidnapping of
one of the worst of the Holocaust
masterminds, Adolf Eichmann. After
capturing him in his South American
hideout, they transported him to Israel
to stand trial.
There, prosecutors called a string
of former concentration camp prisoners as witnesses. One was a small
haggard man named Yehiel Dinur,
who had miraculously escaped death
in Auschwitz.
On his day to testify, Dinur entered
the courtroom and stared at the man
in the bulletproof glass booth—the
man who had murdered Dinur's
friends, personally executed a number
of Jews, and presided over the slaughter of millions more. As the eyes of
the two men met—victim and murderous tyrant—the courtroom fell
silent, filled with the tension of the
confrontation. But no one was prepared for what happened next.
Yehiel Dinur began to shout and
sob, collapsing to the floor.
Was he overcome by hatred...by
the horrifying memories...by the evil
incarnate in Eichmann's face?
No. As he later explained in a riveting "60 Minutes" interview, it was
because Eichmann was not the
demonic personification of evil Dinur
had expected. Rather, he was an ordinary man, just like anyone else. And
in that one instant, Dinur came to the
stunning realization that sin and evil
are the human condition. "I was
afraid about myself," Dinur said. "I
saw that I am capable to do
this...exactly like he."
Dinur's remarkable statements
caused Mike Wallace to turn to the

camera and ask the audience the most
painful of all questions: "How was it
possible...for a man to act as Eichmann acted?...Was he a monster? A
madman? Or was he perhaps something even more terrifying...was he
normal?"
Yehiel Dinur's shocking conclusion? "Eichmann is in all of us."
I saw this myself in 1981 when I
visited death row at the maximum
security prison in Menard, Illinois,
and one of the prisoners asked to
speak with me alone. He was a middle-aged man with neatly brushed, silver-streaked hair, a warm smile, and
intelligent eyes. Except for his shackles and chains, he could have been a
genial high school principal or a
friendly pharmacist. He could have
been anyone.
In reality, he was John Wayne
Gacy, Jr., the man who had sexually
abused and murdered 33 young men.
As we sat in a small interview room
and talked, Gacy spoke quite rationally. And as I thought of his crimes,
I kept telling myself that he had to be
sick.
He was sick. Sick with sin that had

erupted into horrific evil. Only as I
reminded myself that he was sick
with the same sin that dwells in us all
was I able to spend one hour facing
him across a table—and then to pray
with him.
More recently, the trial of serial
killer Jeffrey Dahmer revolved
around the issue of his sanity. No one
disputed that Dahmer had committed
the unspeakably grisly crimes. But
how could a sane person have done
that? Yet a Milwaukee jury, confronted with ghastly murder, cannibalism,
and necrophilia, concluded that Dahmer was not insane. Just evil.
The terrifying truth is that we are
not morally neutral. A friend of mine
who is a renowned psychologist and
orthodox Jew often makes the point
that left to their own devices, with the
assurance they would never be caught
or held accountable, individuals will
more often choose what is wrong than
what is right. We are drawn toward
evil; without powerful intervention,
we will choose it.
Eichmann is in all of us. And that
sin can be cleansed only by Christ's
shed blood.

That fundamental message sounds
harsh and archaic in today's progressive society...even in many of today's
"enlightened" churches. And it certainly doesn't conform to some of the
strategies of the church growth movement.
As discussed earlier, most pastors
are under pressure to grow their
churches—that's how we measure
success. In many instances the pastors' jobs are on the line if they don't.
So they look to the great untapped
market—the millions of "Donahueites," who are daily conditioned
not to think about the great questions
and for whom pleasure is the chief
aim of life.
Businesses penetrate new markets
by giving people what they want. The
temptation is great for the church to
do the same: to offer pleasure, but in
a spiritualized form. "If you think the
world can give you a high, wait until
you see what God can do."
Give people what it takes to get
them into the tent; then let them have
the whole message. This is good strategy, goes the argument. And many
innovative churches have developed

Pontius'
Puddle
Bulletins and newsletters
reprinting "Pontius Puddle"
must pay $10 lor each use to
Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter
Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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Christians want to be nice people. Kind of like those pastel "Precious
Moments" figurines sold in so many Christian bookstores. Nice Christians
are genial and well mannered, wrote novelist Walker Percy, but one
would barely know they are Christians at all. Nice means not ever
offending anyone with a gospel that is, by definition, offensive. But when
we speak the message boldly, with love, God often surprises us....
excellent techniques for drawing in
the unconverted. But while it is true
that we shouldn't frighten people
away, there is a fine line here—one
that is very easy to cross.
Because once we do have the pews
filled with Donahueites, it is not
going to get any easier. We cannot trifle with the truth—and truth is not
comfortable or pleasant. Which leads
us to the second requirement necessary if the church is to be the pillar of
truth.
Expose the myth

"The true Christian.. .is not only to
teach truth but to practice truth in the
midst of such relativism," said Francis Schaeffer, and this will "bring
forth confrontation—loving confrontation, but confrontation."
Yet confrontation is something
most Christians seem to want to
avoid. Not only because we want people to come to our churches, but
because of our fear of offending and
being rejected.
Christians want to be nice people.
Kind of like those pastel "Precious
Moments" figurines sold in so many
Christian bookstores. Nice Christians
are senial and well mannered, wrote
novelist Walker Percy, but one would
barely know they are Christians at all.
Nice means not ever offending anyone with a gospel that is, by definition, offensive.
But when we speak the message
boldly, with love, God often surprises
us, as I discovered several years ago
when I met with a prominent business leader in a southeastern city.
Mr. Abercrombie, as we shall call
him, was not only a pillar of the comFebruary 1994

munity and an active church member,
but he also hosted a weekly Bible
study luncheon at his office. Since I
was in the city to speak at the governor's prayer breakfast, Mr. Abercrombie invited me to attend the
study-luncheon.
Nineteen men in all, dressed in
dark suits, conservative ties, and
white shirts, filed in at the appointed
hour. They filled the large conference
room, which was paneled on one side
in beautiful rosewood and on the
other with plate glass windows offering a breathtaking view of the city
that these men ran and owned.
Although this was the city's power
establishment, each man showed deference to our host, who had recently
been featured in a national magazine
as one of the up-and-comers of the
corporate world.
Mr. Abercrombie had asked me to
speak at the luncheon and then allow
time for questions. Somewhere in my
talk I referred to our sinful nature.
Actually, "total depravity" was the
phrase I used. I noticed at the time
that a few individuals shifted uncomfortably in their leather chairs, and,
sure enough, it must have hit the
mark. Because after I finished, the
first question was on sin.
"You don't really believe we are
sinners, do you? I mean, you're too
sophisticated to be one of those hellfire-and-brimstone fellows," one
older gentleman said, eyeing my dark
blue pinstripe suit just like his. "Intelligent people don't go for that backcountry preacher stuff," he added.
"Yes, sir," I replied. "I believe we
are desperately sinful. What's inside
of each of us is really pretty ugly. In

fact we deserve hell and would get it,
but for the sacrifice of Christ for our
sins."
Mr. Abercrombie himself looked
distressed by now. "Well, I don't
know about that," he said. "I'm a
good person and have been all my
life. I go to church, and I get exhausted spending all my time doing good
works."
The room seemed particularly
quiet, and 20 pairs of eyes were
trained on me.
"If you believe that, Mr. Abercrombie—and I hate to say this, for
you certainly won't invite me back—
you are, for all of your good works,
further away from the kingdom than
the people I work with in prison who
are aware of their own sins."
Someone at the other end of the
table coughed. Another rattled his
coffee cup. And a flush quickly
worked its way up from beneath Mr.
Abercrombie's starched white collar.
"In fact, gentlemen," I added,
drawing on a favorite R. C. Sproul
shocker, "if you think about it, we are
all really more like Adolf Hitler than
like Jesus Christ."
Now there was stony silence...until
someone eased the pain and changed
the subject.
When lunch ended and I was preparing to leave, Mr. Abercrombie
took my arm. "Didn't you say you
wanted to make a phone call when
we were finished?"
I started to say it wasn't necessary,
then realized he wanted to get me
alone.
"Yes, thank you," I said.
He led me down the corridor to an
empty office. As soon as we were

inside, he said bluntly, "I don't have
what you have."
"I know," I replied, "but you can.
God is touching your heart right
now."
"No, no," he took a step back.
"Maybe sometime."
I pressed a bit more, however, and
moments later we were both on our
knees. Mr. Abercrombie asked forgiveness of his sins and turned his life
over to Christ.
Martin Luther was right. "The ultimate proof of the sinner is that he
doesn't know his own sin. Our job is
to make him see it."
Of course the sledgehammer that
worked with Mr. Abercrombie might

not be quite right for everyone. That's
okay. Approach the issue lovingly
and gently and tactfully, if you wish,
but one way or another, do it. Conviction must precede conversion. You
cannot present the gospel truth until
you have also presented the fact of
sin.
Without this message we are simply offering our own brand of therapy.
And therapy can only modify behavior. It is the gospel that transforms
character.
The object is not to make people
able to live with themselves; it is to
make them able to live with God.
Yet the huge gulf between the
Christian and the secular view of man

is sometimes underestimated because
there are so many people with a
Christian veneer. Many of our neighbors and co-workers don't seem so
different from us—on the surface. But
their world-view is utterly in conflict
with Christian values, and their relativism is dominating a culture that
was, until recently, at least nominally
Christian.
The scandal is that we in the
church have allowed this to happen.
We have failed to stand for truth,
failed to articulate, defend, and
advance an intelligent and coherent
Christian world-view.
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The year 2000 is less than six years
away. Yet, if we think back six or
seven years to the mid-'80s, who
among us would have predicted the
current developments in the Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS—the former Soviet Union), the
phenomenal rise of Islam, the speed
of the growing moral decadence in
the Western world? Depending on
one's views of the Second Coming,
there are those who question whether
we will see the 21st century. Yet the
dimension, dilemma, and demands of
the mission imperative are constantly
with us and will be firmly there in the
21st century if it comes around.
Let us hazard some observations
about four areas of missions in the
21st century.
Urbanization

Authorities tell us that by 2010,
three of every four people on earth
will live in cities. Cities must become
the prime target of mission endeavor.
Yet today's church seems much more
comfortable sending missionaries to
the rural villages of Africa or Central
America. Too many Christians view
the city basically as an evil place to be
avoided. But God's attitude is expressed in Jeremiah 29:7, "Also, seek
the peace and prosperity of the city to
which I have carried you into exile.

This article was adapted from an address
presented at the Commission on Missions
seminar during the 1993 Christian Holiness
Association meeting in Lansing, Michigan.
February 1994

Pray to the LORD for it, because if it
prospers, you too will prosper."
In the 21st century we are called to
a new vision of Christian service. Our
new vision must focus on cities. If
we want to bring nations to Christ,
we must win their cities. We must fill
the minds of young pioneers with a
realistic and compelling picture of the
challenge of those nations, namely,
the transformation of the spiritual,
philosophical, and physical life of a
nation's cities. If we do anything less,
we will fail to win the battle, no matter how outstanding our national
Christian organizations may appear
to be.
The world's youth

Statisticians tell us that more than
one third of the world's population—
1.8 billion people—are under the age
of 15. Eighty-five percent of those
live in the city slums and on the
streets. They are exploited for their
labor and sex. It is estimated that 1.4
billion of them are growing up in
non-Christian settings. So many die
young, or if they survive are forced
into premature adulthood. They will
become the 20-year-olds of the 21st
century. What can we do?
First, these youth need to hear the
gospel of Jesus Christ. They need to
know that there is good news for
them. However, we cannot stop there.
We cannot be satisfied with attempts
to save disembodied souls of youth
with promises that things won't be
this way in the sweet by-and-by.
Thus, second, responding to the

needs of the world's youth calls for a
holistic gospel. We used to have this
kind of vision in the yesteryears in
working for social welfare, education,
literacy, and empowering development. With up-to-date application
such concerns must find their place in
a renewed way in the Christian mission so as to touch the generations of
tomorrow. The Church needs to call
the actions of society into account.
Third, the needs of youth call us to
reexamine our strategies for mission.
For example, all too often we think of
"people groups" as adults only. Or by
"contextualization" we have meant
effective communication of the eternal gospel so that people will understand it. But we have been viewing
this process through adult eyes and
by listening to adults. Missions agencies need effective training on how
to present the good news to damaged
youth in a way that both saves and
heals.
Last, we need to recognize the fact
that women are so important in trying
to effect the evangelization of youth.
Because the education of women is
significantly linked to lower child
mortality rates, improvement of child
care and nutrition, and improvement
of family income, I propose that our
strategy for evangelizing youth may
need to include strategies for increased evangelization of women.
The impact of the new wave of
short-term missionaries

For years, teams sent by agencies
represented individuals coming to the
11

mission board offering themselves for
service. A recent trend is for congregations to send teams of local members to the field, either through—or
independent of—mission agencies.
Today many local churches view
short-term missionaries as a memberdiscipling process and a way to build
missions vision. One church leader
(Rich Hunt of Crystal Cathedral) said,
"Probably 80-90 percent of the people
going on these teams come back
totally changed. More important, they
come back trained and ready to be in
leadership positions in the local
church." Previously, mainly youth
went on short-term missions and had
their values shaken up. Now an
increasingly broad span of adults also
need to be shaken up.
Studies show that these types of
missions programs are increasingly
being done by congregations, not
mission boards. Chip Anderson, a
missions expert, notes:
1. To motivate people for missions,
churches are just as interested in
using short-term teams as in inviting
missionaries or organizing mission
conferences.
2. Most short-term workers and
groups are going to Latin America
(61 percent), so agencies working in
Latin America could benefit by having a short-term program.
3. The prime motivation for taking short-term mission trips is personal involvement by helping the
missionary.
4. People are more interested in
doing evangelism than construction
projects.
5. Churches usually send teams to
the places where there are field missionaries the churches know and trust.
One should note that those enthusiastic for short-term programs also
note problems such as unprepared
workers, insensitivity to the receiving church or place, and exportation
of negative aspects from the North
American Church. With these factors
in mind, perhaps we need to develop
and enhance the work and interrelation of our mission boards with the
congregations.
!2

Issues from the 1990s

Several issues could well flow into
the 21st century and even be accentuated by the deteriorating moral and
societal scene around us.
First, there is what has been termed
the heretical imperative. Society has a
distaste for objective truth, pejoratively calling it dogmatism. Religious
belief is categorized as a matter of
choice and truth only to the believer.
In some of our denominationally
affiliated schools and colleges, there
is ambivalence among professors and
students on the issue of the lostness of
the non-Christian world. Will a loving
God send anyone to hell if such a one
has never heard the gospel? Is Jesus
the only way? Or are other ways potentially Jesus' way so that all those
who sincerely follow their way will
make it through to a loving heavenly
father?
We need to forcefully reiterate in
the 21st century that the Bible declares salvation only by grace through
faith in Jesus Christ, and that the biblical path for the believer is to follow
that holiness without which no one
shall see the Lord. These truths lie at
the heart of missionary motivation
and programs.
Second, we are so involved in percentages of those who are lost that
we may be guilty of being in a fog of
statistical analysis or information
overload. True, we are grateful for
those prophetic voices calling us to
reach the unreached. However, we
must be careful lest we suggest that
mission is more valid where the population is zero percentage of Christians over places where Christians
may be one to five percent of the population. After all, how do we respond
to those shaking events where closed
doors are opened, for example Central Europe and the CIS? What of
nominal Christians and Jews? Our
strategies must be based on challenges, not tyrannically governed by
statistics.
Third, we need sacrifice in a world
of fulfillment and pioneers in an era
of group therapy. The question has
been well asked, "How can we sell
missions in a society which is hightech, high-touch, and consumer-ori-

ented? Correspondingly, we face the
problem of recruits for mission service with great expectations of being
a part of a loving community that will
meet their needs. But when they get
out there, they react as is reflected in
a resignation letter from a new pioneer missionary: "We left our friends
and family with the confidence that
the support they gave would be
replaced to some significant degree
by the team we would be working on.
For whatever reason, this has not happened, and we do not hold out any
expectation that it will."
Thus, prayerful consideration must
be given as to how we prepare people
for spiritual battle. Meeting the needs
of missionaries may supplant the task
of making disciples. After all, the
Great Commission did not call us to
minister to one another, but "to make
disciples of all nations." However, we
cannot escape the day in which we
live—so we need to develop personality building strategy for the workers
we send out.
Fourth, there is a subtle call for a
new type of moratorium based on the
"high cost of missions." Why go to
the cost of supporting an expatriate
missionary for $50,000 a year when
you can support 100 national workers
at $500 a year? The answer is to be
found in what history teaches, namely that where a church or denomination's mission thrust is reduced to
sending dollars rather than persons,
that group is just one generation away
from having no mission thrust at all.
What we need to do is enhance our
partnership concepts so that we motivate our North American bodies to
send both dollars and sons and daughters to the world enterprise facing us.

Sources
John Dawson, "Cities—Deep Need—
Great Opportunity, " in Taking Our Cities for
God, Creation House, J 989,
Bryant Myers, "Caring for the World's
Children, " MARC Newsletter, March 1993.
John Maust, "Miami Conference Spotlights the New Wave of Short-Termers,"
Pulse, March 12, 1993.
Frank M. Severn (General Director of
SEND International), "Issues Missions Face
in the '90s."
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The Nuagad Church Center

l4tuw$&b
by A. Graybill Brubaker

Membership is carefully documented with each member
witnessing either with his signature or his thumbprint.

February 1994

In the mountains of Orissa one could find the Nuagad Church Center. Behind
a woven bamboo fence is a
mostly thatch building in the
shape of a capital T. The
walls are plastered with mud
and daubed with a solution
of cow manure and water.
The cross bar of the T contains three rooms which frequently accommodate three
families. Its stem is made up
of an open sided meeting
place and a room designed
as a dispensary for medicines, now used as storage. A
carefully designed bath house and an open well complete
the facility.
When there is to be a "general meeting" here, a shelter
is put up in the open space in the L-shaped area defined by
the building. In it one can find young palm trees growing
which should provide some shade in the years to come.
Twice each month the pastors of the surrounding
Brethren in Christ churches gather here for training. For
the most part they have only the most basic education.
They are mostly Kwi speaking in a state where the official
language is Oria but in a country where the official languages are Hindi and English.
The tranquility of the place is deceptive. Recently the
fence was broken down and the place "occupied" by
opposing forces for most of a day and into the night. The
bravery of the church leaders who were in charge was
matched only by their determination. They were determined not to give in to the demand to sign over the place
and were equally determined not to fight. In the end truth
and right prevailed and the training sessions go on under
the protection of the police.
The Annual General Meeting is something else. Here a
crowd gathers to praise and worship God and to receive
instruction in his Word. Membership is carefully documented with each member witnessing either with his signature or his thumbprint. Then the business of the church
is transacted. When this is done, all eat together in a fellowship of saints. Immature, perhaps, but ones whose dedication in spite of trials is a worthy example to Christians
around the world, most of whom, like us, know nothing of
persecution in the name of Christ.
As grand establishments go, Nuagad does not qualify,
but in its accomplishments it is a difficult institution to
match.
A. Graybill Brubaker recently retired as Secretary of Overseas Ministries for Brethren in Christ World Missions.
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Missions Conference Ideas:

Highland
Missions
Festival

An aura of excitement surrounded the 1993 Highland Missions Festival with around 100 participating on Saturday
evening.
Rich Steubing, home from Zambia on furlough, began on
Saturday evening with a short program introducing himself
and the work of his family in Zambia. A short social time followed with snacks and time to chat one on one with Rich.
Everyone was then treated to a sneak preview of the World
Walk prepared by the Sunday school classes.
The evening was culminated by the readers' theater production of "Bridge of Blood, Jim Elliot Taking Christ to the
Aucas" written by David Robey. The play was well performed
and stirred many hearts and renewed a passion for missions.
The youth of Highland and Fairview were then "locked in"
for the night. Their activities included a talk with Rich Steub-

ing and a visit by Zoe, a
native Nigerian. They ran
an international obstacle
course that included backstroking the English Channel, climbing the
Himalayas and many other
difficult feats.
The youth learned the difficulties of distributing Bibles in
foreign countries as they played a game of underground
church and had to smuggle Bibles past the Romans in the
dark. Many were captured and imprisoned.
Sunday morning began with a slide presentation of Zambia
by Rich. He then gave the message during the worship service.
After church the congregation was led on group tours
through the World Walk. This included a stop inside a
Japanese home where a family sat eating on the floor Japanese
style; a journey into Africa where we saw many carved animals, beautiful African garments, a copper picture, Victoria
Falls, and Africans in native dress; a safari through the tropical
rain forest complete with live birds, a grass hut and the rain
forest canopy above; a visit to India with an open marketplace
loaded with food and wares to sell, and two native snake
charmers; a stop at a Navajo Indian hogan (mud-covered house)
where we viewed Navajo rugs, a
sand painting, and dolls in native
dress; a look at a sample campsite
of our youth in Prince Edward
Island this summer and a chance
to look at pictures of the trip.
The day was then completed as
everyone feasted on the many ethnic and American dishes prepared
for the carry-in.
We pray that this will help all
of us to realize the different cultures in the world and to give us a
heart to share the love of Jesus
with all.
•

Above: a "South American Rain
Forest"
Left: a "Japanese Tea Room "
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Missions Conference Ideas:

IMAGINATION CRUISE
by Anita Mcllveen
All aboard! Last call
for boarding the S. S. BIC
Fellowship, cruise liner
leaving for a quick trip
around the world with
port calls in Hawaii,
Mexico, China, and
Africa. (Special license
was given to make port
calls where it is geographically impossible to
reach by boat!)
Several months ago at
the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ
Church, two such cruises
were sponsored by two
Sunday school classes for
a night of fun and fellowship. Passengers were
invited to come dressed
as tourists (casual) and
were greeted by the ship's
crew members where they
registered. Each couple had their picture
taken and each woman was presented
with a Hawaiian lei.
The cruise director gave instructions
for the evening and the tourists proceeded to different places in the church representing a port of call. Bulletin boards
were covered with white paper and nautical decorations. Ropes and life buoys
from a local pool company gave an
atmosphere of a cruise liner as did the
uniforms of the crew members who
wore white tops and black skirts and
slacks. (Shoulder decorations were
made by covering cardboard with black
material and adorning with stars bought
at a fabric shop.) The captain and cruise
director had authentic captain hats borrowed from former Navy men.
Coconut and fruit punch and fresh
fruit were enjoyed in an atmosphere of
Hawaiian music and decorations.
In Mexico we were greeted by a
A pastor's wife for 18 years, the author
now is a member of the Chambersburg congregation and works part-time as a church
secretary for a United Brethren congregation.
February 1994

The "crew" of the S.S. BIC Fellowship
senorita serving nachos with Mexican
dip while her husband (dressed in sombrero and poncho) took a siesta under a
palm tree.
At the "door to China" we lined up
our shoes and entered the port of China
for tea, chicken croquettes, and rice
served with a sweet and sour sauce. We
knelt on cushions at a low table (children's Sunday school room) and of
course, we ate with chopsticks which
we kept as souvenirs. The "meal" was
completed with "blessing cookies."
These are available through Christian
Light Bookstore and contain Scripture
promises. Our host and hostess were
dressed in a kimono and Indonesian caftan.
Next stop on our trip was Africa. We
entered through a door draped with a
blanket and sat on benches. Our host (a
former missionary to Africa) wore a
shirt made from an African print. Our
hostess wore a chitangi (African dress).
They told us some of the customs of the
country as they served us ground nut
stew and scones. The room was decorated with baskets and other memorabilia
from Africa.

When each tourist party completed
the tour of each port, we gathered for
the breaking of a piriata, actually part of
Mexican tradition.
We then were invited to the "last
night" of our cruise where the theme
was Italy. The gym was decorated with
life buoys at the windows, tables
arranged as spokes in a wheel and decorated with white tablecloths and checkered runners. Artificial fig trees graced
each table and a large bouquet of red
carnations was the centerpiece for the
serving table. Each lady took a flower
home with her at the end of the evening.
One of the tour groups enjoyed an ice
sculpture and a fountain made with a
kiddie pool. Italian music, dimmed
lights and candles on the tables added to
the atmosphere as we dined on lasagna
and tossed salad, ice cream, and Italian
cookies for dessert.
This activity was designed for fun
and fellowship but has many possibilities for adjustment to promote missions.
Use your imagination and the sky's the
limit!
•
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od at work in our world
God needs
all kinds
Lois Raser—Guadalajara, Mexico
[Originally from the Brethren in
Christ Church in Dallas Center, Iowa,
Lois and her co-worker, Beatriz Valdez,
have served for many years with Compassion.]
Sunday, August 1, a Christian woman
in her 30s named Leticia drove—by
appointment-—to our house, and Beatriz
received her into my apartment. We did
not seem quite like her type of people,
whatever that is; nevertheless, we listened
with interest to what she had to say.
At an all-night prayer retreat, she had
noticed Beatriz and me and had been
attracted to us: "I was impressed with
your calm presence." She explained that
God had called her to help us. "I come
from a prosperous family and have lots of
contacts in this city; I can help you with
your centers." She mentioned having lots
of energy to spend, which was immediately evident.
Explaining that our finances were very
limited, Beatriz mentioned our plan to
receive only 50 children in each center
this year.
"No, we should think bigger," she
protested. "We should have as many as
you had previously." (Five hundred!)
The obvious question: "And how do
we sustain that many?"
Eagerly, confidantly she said, "I'll
help you. I have contacts and can get better prices and donated food. People at the
church will help."
As I sat considering whether the Lord
was in such desirable offers, Beatriz
spoke: "As August approached, I've
struggled in prayer, asking how I could
return to the centers with limited strength.
I asked the Lord to give me a sign today,
to show me what to do. You come as an
answer to that prayer."
So we plunged in! We have 140 children on the Hill, with more on the waiting
list. At Miramar, 125. At Santa Maria, in
spite of strong opposition from the traditional church, the enrollment is creeping
toward 100. It is exciting to see the centers return to life under Beatriz' inspired
direction. With Leticia's strong shoulder
pushing and her prayers joining ours, it
16

seems that God, after a prolonged silence,
has again spoken. Though Beatriz and I
are shy about asking for help, Leticia is
not. Being colorful and very sociable—as
well as a praying person—people
respond. We are getting discards from
the farmers' market to supply fruit and
vegetables; even in our home we are glad
for them in this difficult period. Another
blessing Leticia has brought is laughter to
two much-tried women.

Before you c a l l . . .
Phyllis Engle—Ndola, Zambia [from a
note to Phil Keefer]
Our pastor, George Chanda, was sponsored to go to Kenya for a counseling
course. He was told that he would need
$20 in US currency for airport tax in
Nairobi. I had intended to assist him in
some way; earlier I had thought that I
would write a check to cover the cost of
his registration for the course. However,
we learned that that had already been
paid. I knew a check would be useless in
the airport; what he needed was cash.
Now I don't have a lot of cash on hand,
so I struggled a bit to part with the $20 (I
had previously given almost the same
amount to a Child Evangelism worker
going to the States for an international
CEF conference).
The next morning I received a letter,
and, you guessed it, there was a $20 bill
inside! I was overwhelmed with such an
immediate replacement in the exact
amount. Praise the Lord!
This is the story: John Paugstat and I
both grew up at the Dayton Mission. I
hadn't heard anything from him or seen
him in years. He and his wife now live in
Kentucky and attend a Church of God.
But they went to the 50th anniversary celebration of Memorial Holiness Camp in
Ohio last summer. When they visited the
missions display, John saw my prayer
card and exclaimed, "I know her!" As a
result he wrote me a letter and enclosed
the gift of money. They have a daughter
who is preparing to go with her husband
in missionary service to Spain. This has
increased their missions awareness and
interest.
I thought this incident would be an
encouragement in your efforts to keep
missions displays before people. You

never know what will develop from them.
Blessings on you.

By leaps and
bounds
Audry Eberhard—Tegucigalpa, Honduras
When we arrived in Honduras in June,
there were 26 churches and campos
(church plantings). By October that number was 33, and as I write this letter in
November there are a total of 48. (An
organized church is defined as a group
having at least 12 baptized believers in
regular attendance. A church planting is
characterized by regular, active ministry
and usually at least one convert.) This
work is the Lord's; no one else can claim
any of the glory! You might say that there
has been a tremendous surge in church
planting just in the past two weeks or so.
This makes Jose Leon's work much
greater, but he rejoices in that very fact.
There is a goal among the pastors and
Jose Leon for 100 churches by the year
2000. They all believe it can be reached
much sooner. We thank the Lord for providing dedicated, hard-working pastors
who have been used by God to produce
this growth. As the one sent to train them,
Paul is very thankful that they are eager
to learn; therefore, we have had fruitful
training sessions with them in various
areas of the country.
We also thank God for reasonably
good health. This is of great importance
as our ministry includes much travel to
rural areas. Taking a two-year-old to
undeveloped areas for several days—
even once a month—is quite a task and
involves some risk. We praise the Lord
that medicines are available to us for such
things as parasites, from which Anna has
just recovered.
There is also praise in our hearts for
the support God has provided in people
like you. So keep praying! Pray for the
items mentioned above as praises so that
we will be able to report to you many
more advances of the gospel in Honduras.
[If you want to be a part of what God
is doing in Honduras, contact Phil Keefer
for information on the eight work teams
being organized for March—September
of this year.]
•
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Largest youth conference
in Brethren in Christ
history held at
Tamiment Dec. 27-30
by Martha Starr
Over 750 youth and their advisors
from all over the United States and Canada met in the largest youth conference
ever sponsored by the Brethren in Christ.
"YOUthQuest '93: Stepping Beyond"
was held December 27-30 at Tamiment
Resort in the Pocono Mountains. Here
young people had the opportunity to
make new friends while learning about
responsibility, relationships, and the self
inside each of us. For many it was a time

to begin, renew,
or strengthen their relationship with God.
The conference was kicked off with
"How Goes the Battle," a spiritually moving musical drama written and performed
by teens for teens. Tim Elmore from
Kingdom Building Ministries was the
featured speaker at the conference.
YOUthQuest '93 also included music
with Monique Tute, seminars led by leaders within the denomination, and region-

Young people needed to
learn and serve with MCC
Attention all young people who
want to learn and serve overseas: Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is
seeking applicants for Youth Discovery
Teams (YDT).
"Often we North Americans think
that we must do something to affect
the lives of those in less fortunate situations," writes Steve Kriss, YDT alumnus. "But in the Philippines, I learned
that listening to people and hearing
their stories is maybe one of the ultimate things we can do for people."
Kriss' experience exemplifies MCC
young adult program goals: learning as
service.
Youth Discovery Teams
MCC is planning three Youth Discovery Teams (YDT) for 1994/95. Hispanic Mennonites ages 18 to 24, with
fluent Spanish, U.S. citizenship, and
singing abilities are invited to apply for
a team with Colombian Mennonites.
The team will run October 15, 1994, to
May 1, 1995, and travel in the United
States and Colombia. Applications are
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due to MCC May 15, 1994. (The program will be open to non-Hispanic
Spanish speakers on May 15 if too few
Hispanic applications are submitted.)
Canadians ages 20 to 26 are invited
to apply for a team with Indian and
Indonesian Mennonites focusing on the
nature of conflict in each country.
Applicants will be seminary or college
peace studies students. The team will
run mid-January through mid-August,
1995, and travel in India, Indonesia and
Canada. Applications are due August
I, 1994.
All 18- to 24-year-olds are invited
to apply for a singing team with the
Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia.
Participants must have strong singing
skills; drama may also be part of the
team. Brethren in Christ young people
are especially encouraged to apply. The
team will run mid-January through
August 1995 and travel in Zambia,
Canada and the United States. Applications are due August 1, 1994.
North American YDT participants
contribute 53,000 U.S. toward the costs

al conference meetings. Small group sessions were also held in which teens
could talk with other teens from different churches within the Brethren in
Christ family to share their perspectives and feelings. Nights were filled
with a variety show, a formal dinner,
a Wild West dinner, and a concert
by David Meece.
Thursday, the youth exchanged
trinkets and addresses as they bid
farewell to both new and old
friends. As buses and cars left
Tamiment, some felt sad the conference
was over; some felt excited and enthusiastic to share what they had learned with
others at home; and some felt tired
because of the week's activities. Most,
however, left the conference feeling better equipped for their quest for God.

Martha Starr was a member
YOUthQuest planning committee.

of

the

of running the program. Scholarships
are available for people who cannot
raise the funds, particularly for those
from ethnically diverse communities.
Program details and applications
are available in the United States
from MCC, PO Box 500, Akron PA
17501-0500, phone (717) 859-1151;
and in Canada from MCC Canada,
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg MB R3T
5K9, phone (204) 261-6381.
Domestic Opportunities
MCC also offers a variety of
experiences for young adults to serve
and learn in North America. Programs include: the May-August
Native Gardening Program; the 11month SALT Canada program;
SWAP (Sharing With Appalachian
People); PLOW (Portland Learning,
Outreach and Worship); DOOR
(Denver Opportunity for Outreach
and Reflection); MCC Canada Summer Service; and MCC U.S. Community Ministries Summer Service
and Internship Program for Asian-,
African-, Native-American and Hispanic young people. Contact any
MCC office for information on these
programs.
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Qharcfi f\Jews
Allegheny Conference
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg,
Pa., received four new members on Dec. 19. •
Linda Musser spoke at the Dec. 16 MOMS meeting of the Antrim church, Chambersburg, on
"Celebrating New Life." On Dec. 19 the young
people presented "Christmas At the Airport?" •
Bishop Kipe spoke in the Dec. 5 Sunday school
hour of the Chambersburg church on "How to
Diagnose the Health of Your Church." On Dec.
12 the children presented "Three Wise Men and
a Baby." • On Dec. 26 the Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., heard a "State of
the Church" address, looking at lessons from
1993. Correction: The item about the Living
Fire activity listed in the January issue was from
Fairview Ave., not Five Forks. • The Dec. 5
Christmas dinner of the Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro, at the Quincy Community
Center included the movie "The Big Money
Mix-up."
On Dec. 12 the children of the Hollowell
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., presented "Not
a Creature Was Stirring." • Five persons were
baptized Dec. 12 into the fellowship of the Iron
Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa. • A Dec. 5

Tour to Israel
Enjoy 11 days in Israel (with Rome
optional) with Ron Graff, pastor of the
Alta Loma (Calif.) Brethren in Christ
Church. Accommodations are in some
of the very best hotels in Israel. The
tour departs May 15, 1994, and
includes one night in Rome. The price
is $1,995. An additional day in Rome to
visit Christian sites is $236. For more
information contact pastor Graff at
(909)989-3119.

VS Position
Menno-Hof is now accepting applications for a Vountary Service position
as Host/Hostess, plus light housekeeping. Married couple preferred.
Must enjoy meeting new people and
sharing faith with visitors who want to
know. Awareness of Anabaptist history
is helpful. Position is available April 1,
1994.
Menno-Hof has an exciting ministry
as an information center to thousands
of visitors in northern Indiana, presenting information about Anabaptist-related churches (including the Brethren in
Christ as well as the Mennonites and
Amish).
For more information, call Tim Lichti
at (219) 768-4117, or write Menno-Hof,
P.O. Box 701, Shipshewana, IN 46565.
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evening hymnsing at the Martinsburg, Pa.,
church featured a men's quartet from a local
Mennonite church, the group Midnight Son, a
teen women's trio, and a flute-saxophone duet. •
The Jan. 16 "annual celebration" of the New
Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa.,
included presentation of building plans, a puppet
program for children, and refreshments afterwards. • The West Side church (Susquehanna
Conference) presented a program Dec. 5 for the
South Mountain Chapel congregation, Shippensburg, Pa. Refreshments followed. • The
Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa.,
joined the Woodbury, Pa., congregation for a
Dec. 31 watchnight service. • Henry Ginder
spoke about missions Dec. 12 to the Van Lear
congregation, Williamsport, Md.

Atlantic Conference
Eugene and Ruth Madeira spoke Dec. 5 to
the Bethel Springs congregation, Reinhold, Pa.
• The speaker at the Dec. 2 ladies fellowship of
the Conoy church, Elizabethtown, Pa., was
Sarah Clugston on "Etchings of Christmas." •
On Dec. 12 the Cross Roads congregation.
Mount Joy, Pa., enjoyed a concert by Becky and
Duane Hespell. On Dec. 5 the youth presented
"Humbug: With Apologies to Charles Dickens."
• The Elizabethtown congregation received
eight new members in December. • The Fairland church, Cleona. Pa., welcomed 13 new
members recently. "Christmas from Scratch"
was the Dec. 19 youth musical. • A recent sermon series at the Hershey, Pa., church was "The
12 Steps to Wholeness: God's Plan for Our
Recovery."

Position Open
Christian Light Bookstore
Dayton, Ohio
The Christian Light Bookstores are
an exciting and fulfilling bookstore
ministry of the Brethren in Christ
Church.
We are looking for an Assistant
Manager in our largest store in Dayton, Ohio.
Qualifications:
a. A love of books, Bibles and
other Christian products.
b. An enthusiasm for service.
c. A heart for retail.
d. An eye for detail.
e. Experience and training in store
management.
For more information please contact:
Mr. Dale McCabe
Christian Light Bookstore
5134 Salem Avenue
Dayton, Ohio 45426
(513)854-3523

The Christmas Eve service at the Hummelstown, Pa., church was "Somebody Must Tell the
World About Jesus." • The children and adult
musical of the Lancaster, Pa., church on Christmas Eve was "Good News of Great Joy." • On
Dec. 13 the Manor church, Mountville, Pa., sent
a group caroling to shut-ins. The congregation
also gave Christmas cookies to inmates at Lancaster Co. Prison. • The Mastersonville church,
Manheim, Pa., welcomed 12 members on Dec.
19. • The Millersville, Pa., church had their
annual Christmas dinner on Dec. 11, followed by
caroling. • The children of the Montoursville,
Pa., church presented "Live from Bethlehem"
on Dec. 19. • "Tell Me the Stories of Jesus" was
the theme of the Christmas Eve candlelight service at the Palmyra, Pa., church. • The
Perkiomen Valley church, Collegeville, Pa.,
planned a Feb. 6 showing of "Eye of the Storm."
Free babysitting was provided at the Silverdale, Pa., church on Dec. 11 for parents who
wanted to go shopping. A live nativity was Dec.
22-24. • The Skyline View church, Harrisburg,
Pa., collected 300 cans of corn in November and
December for the Allison Hill Community Ministry. The congregation recently had a community-oriented skating night. Members invited
friends by giving out free passes. • The Pioneer
Clubs Christmas party at the Souderton, Pa.,
church was Dec. 15. • The Speedwell Heights
church, Lititz, Pa., rented a bus for a Dec. 22 caroling outing. • Bishop Hoffman spoke in the
Dec. 12 service of the Stowe, Pa., church. • On
Dec. 12 the Summit View church, New Holland, Pa., had a welcome home get-together for
Rufus and Janet Good and a talk by Henry Ginder.

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT
Full-time faculty position in Christian Ministry in Fall 1994. This position
is one among 13 full-time positions in
the Department of Biblical and Religious Studies. Assignment includes
teaching Christian Beliefs courses in
the college's General Education program and Christian Ministry courses in
the department's curriculum.
Applicants should have a doctorate
in an area related to Christian Ministry
and ability to teach Christian Beliefs
courses effectively to students who are
not majors in the department. Candidates should recognize that Messiah
College is committed to strengthening
its Anabaptist/Wesleyan theological
emphasis and to hiring ethnic minorities
and women.
For more information, contact:
Messiah College
Grantham, PA 17027
(717)766-2511
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Canadian Conference
On Dec. 5 the youth of the Boyle congregation, St. Ann's, Ont., gave the play "The Greatest Gift." The congregation hosted the Dec. 19
St. Ann's Community Church Choir concert. •
On Dec. 12 the Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., had the play "Of Men and Angels"
and a carry-in lunch. • In January the Delisle,
Sask., congregation began an 8-week workshop
on parenting teenagers. • "Celebrate the Child
Who Is the Light" was the Dec. 19 adult choir
cantata at the Falls View church, Niagara Falls,
Ont. • On Dec. 4 the Kindersley, Sask., congregation had a bake and quilt sale from which
profits of $457 went to MCC for school and
health kits. • On Dec. 4 the Lakeside church,
Calgary, Alb., made sandwiches for the Drop-in
Centre, and had a Christmas "Share Fair" as part
of the 1993 50-Day Adventure.
Lorna Rempel spoke at the Dec. 4 "Sights
and Sounds of Christmas" women's brunch of
the Massey Place church, Saskatoon, Sask. On
Dec. 19 the children presented "Twinkle and the
All-Star Band." • The New Life church, Collingwood, Ont., reports having a May-to-May attendance goal of 10,000. The count by Dec. 26 was
5,673. • On Dec. 11 the Oak Ridges, Ont.,
youth had a semi-formal Christmas banquet. •
The series "How to Be a Winner" was led by
Bob Leadley at the Orchard Creek church, St.
Catharines, Ont. Jan. 2 was "dream day" as Pastor Kathy Leadley challenged the congregation
with her vision for the church. • The Port Colborne, Ont., church had a seniors tea on Dec. 11.
On Dec. 12 the Ridgemount, Ont., congregation hosted a children's drama and outreach
music team from Emmanuel Bible College. •
On Dec. 12 the Sherkston, Ont., children presented "Twinkle and the All-Star Angel Band."
The adult choir sang "Jesus, the Heart of Christmas" on Dec. 18, 19. • "Truce in the Forest" was
a youth-sponsored film Dec. 12 at the Springvale, Ont., church. • The Upper Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont., received nine new members on Dec. 12. • More than $15,000 was
received for mortgage retirement at the recent
15th anniversary celebration of the Westheights
church. Kitchener, Ont.

Central Conference
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio,
had a live nativity on the church lawn Dec. 22,
23. • Leading the cast of the children's musical
"A Journey to the Center of Christmas" at the
Ashland, Ohio, church was Curtis Book as Professor J. Ingle Bell. • On Dec. 8 the Beulah
Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, had a
MPF Christmas craft auction with proceeds
going to missions. • In December the CarlandZion congregation, Owosso, Mich., trimmed a
tree with socks, caps, and mittens for children of
Youth Haven Ranch. • The Christian Union
congregation, Garrett, Ind., had a Dec. 22 candlelighting and communion service. • The Highland church, West Milton, Ohio, had their annual cheer sisters party on Dec. 2.
On Dec. 18 the Lakeview church, Goodrich,
Mich., had a progressive dinner and white elephant gift exchange. One hundred people attended the Christmas Eve service featuring the community band and the Lakeview choir. • The
youth of the Nappanee, Ind., church had an allnight party Dec. 19 after the choir cantata,
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"Dawn of Redeeming Grace." • On Dec. 19 the
Northgate fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, had two
children's plays: "Big News in Bethlehem" and
"The Camels and the Christmas Play." • "Somebody Must Tell the World About Jesus" was the
Dec. 19 Sunday school program at the Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, church. • Doug McConnaughey and

family were special guests New Years Eve of the
Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind. •
On Dec. 5 John Weaver gave an update to the
Valley Chapel congregation, Canton, Ohio on
the Wooster church planting. The sanctuary was
filled for the Dec. 19 children's presentation,
"Ticket to Christmas."

E.V. Timelines^
100 Years Ago
Feb. 1, 1894 issue—"We are glad to note that our Canada Brethren
are earnestly at work pushing the gospel car. Bro. Asa Bearss is now
(Jan. 16) at work 150 miles from home, holding revival services at
Siloam, Ontario. About Feb. 1st, Bro. J. W. Hoover, from South
Cayuga, will commence a series of meetings at Black Creek, and
when Bro. Detwiler gets home to join with the rest of home Brethren
at Black Creek they will certainly have a very efficient corps of
workers.... Verily, there are some able and energetic workers in Canada, who are doing efficient work this winter and we trust their example will stimulate others to reach out after the unsaved everywhere."

75 Years Ago
Feb. 24, 1919 issue—Delia W. Nigh reports from Springvale,
Ont.: "On Dec. 22nd Bro. W. J. Myers of Massilon [sic], Ohio, came
to us to conduct revival services. Owing to several conditions which
existed the meeting closed, being in progress but two weeks, during
which time Bro. Myers gave forth the message faithfully. Possibly the
greatest hindrance was that which prevails in most places, influenza."
[The February issues carry several obituaries of people dying at a
young age from "Spanish influenza" or "plague."]

50 Years Ago
Feb. 28, 1944 issue—In a report by Carl J. Carlson from the
Chicago mission: "While preparing this report we were called to
pray with a man in the chapel. As he came out of a nearby tavern, he
saw one of our sisters with her bonnet and ventured to speak to her of
the great distress of his soul. She brought him to the Mission where
we could eat and pray with him. This was a case where God used a
bonnet to bring a soul."

25 Years Ago
Feb. 10, 1969 issue—In an article, "Double Duty," Grace Holland
begins, "The operators finally located Fred where he was having
missionary meetings in Michigan and connected me at the hospital in
Ohio. 'It's all over,' I said brightly. 'Did we get our girl?' he wanted
to know. 'No.' 'How many boys did we get?' 'Two!' I grinned into
the telephone. There was silence for a minute and then at last a soft,
'No kidding!' So we were off on a new adventure. Fred had told me
when we were married, 'I can't promise you lots of comforts, but I do
promise you an interesting life.'"

10 Years Ago
February 1984 issue- -Ran a collection of articles on the pros and
cons of homeschooling.
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Midwest Conference
On Jan. 2 the Bethany congregation, Thomas.
Okla., met for supper and assembled items to be
placed in the "time box" that was opened during
the centennial celebration and that is to be
replaced behind the cornerstone. • On Jan. 9 the
Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa,
saw the video "Beyond the News...Hope for
Bosnia" and took an offering for Bosnian relief
through MCC. • On Dec. 12 the Oklahoma
City, Okla., church collected food and clothing
for the Labor Link distribution center. Leon Jennings was the Dec. 26 guest speaker. • The
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The ties
that hind
by W. Edward Rickman

W. Edward Richnan is Director of
Stewardship (U.S.) for the Brethren in
Christ Church.

Cooperatjve Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - December 31,1993
1993
1992
Proportionate 2.517.065 2.727.511
Congregational 2,313,139 2,267,373
Individual
203,926
460,138
Designated and
Direct Giving
Congregational
Individual

971.546
481,656
489,890

1,051.758
650,025
393,733

3,488,611

3.779.269

Total Budget
4,210,537
Received to Date
82.9%

4.142.279
91.2%

Total to Date
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Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., went caroling on Dec. 12. • On Dec. 19 the offering of
the Zion congregation, Abilene, Kan., went for
propane relief at the local co-op.

Pacific Conference
At Christmastime the Chino, Calif., church
collected toys for Aletheian Christian Foundation. • New chairs have arrived for the sanctuary
of the Moreno church, Moreno Valley, Calif.
On Dec. 19 the congregation presented the
micro-musical "Where Would I be Without
Jesus?" by Assoc. Pastor Keith Ward. • On Jan.

If y o u ' r e over 4 0 , the title of this article

probably calls to your mind the lines of an
old benedictory hymn: "Blest be the tie
that binds our hearts in Christian love...."
The positive reminder in these words
reinforces the importance of developing
ties and commitments to those things that
are morally and spiritually beneficial. We
work at those ties in developing our worship patterns, our fellowship priorities, our
friendship circles, and our family relationships. Developing those ties helps us
find meaning and purpose in our lives.
There is also a sense of joy and freedom in
knowing that we "belong." Being able to
respond to the needs of others to whom we
have developed "ties" is especially fulfilling.
On the other hand, most of us spend a
lifetime making decisions which develop
binding ties that may not be nearly so beneficial to us. One of the great necessities of
life is money. You just can't live without
it. Having an adequate supply can give us
great freedom. At the same time, this great
necessity also has the potential for becoming the most binding and restrictive force
in our lives.
The word of God contains many warning signs about the "Sies that bind":
Paul warned Timothy that "the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil" (1
Timothy 6:10).
The rich young ruler is identified as
one who was so bound to his personal possessions that he was willing to forfeit eternal life (Matthew 19:16-23).
One of the recipients in the parable of
the talents is portrayed as being so bound
by fear of losing his assets that he hid
them away and was condemned by his

14 and 15 the Ontario, Calif., church participated with three other churches in the World
School of Prayer. The congregation has a new
Wed./Fri. aerobics class. • "An Angel of the
Lord Appeared" was the Christmas theme for
the Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore.,
and was utilized in services, programs, music,
Scripture, costumes, and decorations. • Member
Glenn Elliott of the Walnut, Calif., congregation
is serving with Youth With a Mission in England. • On Jan. 2 Ruth Cober gave a missions
presentation to the children during the Sunday
school hour of the Upland, Calif, church.

master for failure to use them (Matthew
25:14-30).
Those who were invited to the great
supper all had excuses related to ties of
personal possession or binding personal
commitments. The result was the loss of a
one-time invitation with eternal consequences (Luke 14:16-24).
The writer of the Proverbs warned of
being bound by indebtedness: "The rich
rule over the poor, and the borrower is
servant to the lender" (Proverbs 22:7).
These, among numerous others, are
warnings which suggest that we too need
to be cautious about the "ties that bind,"
especially those that deal with money. Perhaps we need to review the areas of our
own lives which may have been negatively affected by our financial decisions. In
what ways may our lives and effectiveness as Christians be bound?

Debt
Some of the most recent statistics show
that Americans are enamored with credit
to the point that 25 percent of our total
income is being spent on consumer debt,
not including home mortgages. It doesn't
take long to consider these facts and conclude that the majority of people are
"bound" by indebtedness.
There are many popular voices warning of impending economic crises which
can best be weathered by becoming debtfree. This may well be prophetic, but the
larger concern is the binding affect of
indebtedness on our ability to be spiritually responsive. How could we measure
the loss of ministry which may be occurring because the funds of individuals and
congregations are committed to indebtedness? There is definitely a tie that binds.
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Southeast Conference
On Dec. 12 the Holden Park congregation,
Orlando, Fla., enjoyed a concert by New Heart
from Florida Bible College. • On Dec. 22 the
Millerfield's congregation, Columbia, Ky., went
caroling and passed out fruit trays to the elderly.
• The Winchester, Va., congregation had the
video "Molder of Dreams" on Jan. 30.

Susquehanna Conference
On Dec. 5 the Ambassador Foundation Institute presented "A Christmas Carol" to the Big
Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa. In January

Materialism
We have recently passed through the
Christmas season where we have spent
countless hours and dollars in an effort to
find those perfect gifts which would delight
and satisfy those who largely already have
everything.
Now that the batteries are all dead and the
pain of new diets has settled on us, we are
experiencing the depression of the failure of
materialism once again. In other words,
we're paying for all the things that didn't
really change anyone's life or degree of happiness.
All this is indicative of the world's
promise that more things will produce more
happiness and joy and satisfaction. All it
really does is increase our burdens of maintenance and bind our abilities to recognize
our eternal responsibilities. I refer again to
the excuses of those who were invited to the
great supper. All of these things—the land,
the oxen, the marriage—were legitimate and
good. However, the priority placed on those
legitimate things created an eternal loss for
those who were preoccupied by their possessions.
God has provided us the ability to work
and engage in business in order to acquire
the resources necessary for our livelihood
and the fulfillment of our responsibilities.
He has also given us the freedom to determine how much we need for ourselves and
how much we use in fulfilling our "Great
Commission" responsibilities. Beyond that,
God has established ministries which are
dependent on his people making the right
choices. In God's economy, there is a spiritual interdependence which requires that all
of us, at every level of the Christian Community, use great wisdom in the distribution
of our resources.
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the church began a 13-week study of James on
Wednesday nights with the book Be Mature. •
Brenda Doyle was installed Dec. 5 as Director of
Children's Ministries at the Carlisle, Pa., church.
The jr. and sr. high youth had progressive dinners in December. • The Golden Agers of the
Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa., had a
Dec. 3 dinner with music by Keith and Beth Hollenberg. • The Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall,
Pa., had a teachers and spouses Christmas party
on Dec. 10. A watchnight service included
singing, communion, food, and a film. • The
Dec. 5 program at the Dillsburg, Pa., church
was "A Simple Message," a play by member

It is extremely important that
each of us take more than a cursory glance at the many guideposts
and warning signs of the Word
related to resources. Along with
our great freedoms of choice are
the dangers of misplaced priorities and eternal consequence. I
am persuaded that we often have
taken the "one size fits all"
approach to our giving and our
stewardship education. We have
equated our responsibility with
a percentage of income. The
result has been that while we
were legalistically fulfilling our
percentage requirements, the
rest of our priorities have kept
us bound to the point where we
could not respond to the call of
God and his work, which may
be more in line with proportionate giving.
We need to reconsider that
Christianity requires a total
commitment of ourselves and
our resources to Jesus Christ.
He is interested in how we
handle all our resources. It
may be that the eternal consequences of our financial decisions will be as much a result
of how we spend "our" part of
our income as how we spend
"his" part of our income.
Be cautious about the ties
that bind.

Leissa Ressler. The young adults had a fellowship Dec. 28 at the home of Ruth and Eber
Dourte. • The Fairview church, Reesers Summit, Pa., welcomed three new members on Dec.
26.
On Dec. 5 during the Sunday school hour
the youth and adults of the Grantham, Pa.,
church were invited to view a design presentation by the architect and building committee. •
On Dec. 19 the Jemison Valley choir, Westfield, Pa., gave "All On a Christmas Morning." •
The youth of the Marsh Creek congregation,
Howard, Pa., presented "Discover the Christmas
Light" on Dec. 19. • Glenn and Jennifer Gross of

LifestyL es
30 through the evening service July "

Key Note speakers.w

i ^

Dr. Tony campolo
- Edward Rickman

Outstanding Workshops and leaders.Transforming Estate Plans

Lane Hostetter
N Dick (Attorney)

B|

Keep the Church Records

Harold Chubb
MikeD'Silva

computerized Record Keeping
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Don Winters
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Don Zook

Ed Rickman
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Perry Engle
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h Z Martin

Teaching children A Stewardship Lifestyle
Helen Johns

In addition, you will hear numerous testimonies

rials in the January issue of the Visitor.
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Pro-Missions in South Africa led the Dec. 5 service at Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. •
The Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East
Berlin, Pa., went caroling at the Brethren Home
on Dec. 12. Lisa Sweeney wrote and directed
the Dec. 19 Christmas program. • On Dec. 12
Bishop Hawbaker spoke to the Redland Valley
congregation, York Haven, Pa., on "Start with
What You Have," and the choir presented
"Unshakable Kingdom" by David Clydesdale.
• On Jan. 2 A. Graybill Brubaker from the Missions Office spoke to the Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, Pa.

For The Record
Births
Ausherman: Cody Tyler, Oct. 10, 1993; Jim
and Becky (Hess) Ausherman, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Bare: Preston Hunter, Oct. 15, 1993;
Michael and Linda (Hetrick) Bare, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Baughman: Alexandra Nicole, Dec. 1, 1993;
Troy and BeLinda (Gibble) Baughman, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Bisking: Alex David, Dec. 9, 1993; John and
Paula (Hertzler) Bisking, Pequea congregation.
Pa.
Brubaker: Ashley Jordan, Nov. 24, 1993;
Geoffrey and Cheryl (Dagen) Brubaker, Manor
congregation, Pa.

Openings - SELFHELP Crafts
Mennonite Central Committee is
accepting applications tor two positions within SELFHELP Crafts. All
MCC workers must demonstrate a
personal Christian faith, active church
membership, and commitment to nonviolent peacemaking.
• General manager of the Ephrata (Pa.) SELFHELP Crafts of the
World store. Qualifications include
retail and retail management experience and knowledge and strong support of SELFHELP Crafts. Overseas
experience is preferred. Position
includes managing operation of gift
shop and tea room.
• SELFHELP Crafts Computer
Service manager, Akron, Pa. Qualifications include: college degree or
equivalent experience in systems
analysis and design, experience
administering Novell NetWare. Position involves both administration and
analysis/programming duties.
These two-year positions, salaried
or voluntary service, are available
April 1994. Interested persons contact
Goldie Kuhns, 21 S. 12th St., P.O.
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500.
Phone (717) 859-1151. Applications
due March 7.
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Courtright: Joseph Robert, Dec. 18, 1993;
Robert and Karen Courtright, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Eisen: Caleb Justin, Nov. 29, 1993; John and
Jacqui Eisen, Boyle congregation, Ont.
Gibble: Natasha Ranae, Nov. 4, 1993;
DeRay and Karen (Miller) Gibble, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Heilman: Samuel Maxwell, Nov. 30, 1993;
Samuel and Dawn (Gish) Heilman, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Hess: Kaleena LeAnne, Dec. 22; Brian and
Margaret Ann (Kolessar) Hess. Pequea congregation, Pa.
Kaltreider: Austin Jeffrey, Dec. 7, 1993;
Jeff and Tina (Hoffman) Kaltreider, Elizabethtown congregation. Pa.
Miller: Courtney Renee, Dec. 1, 1993; Rick
and Jen (Boozer) Miller, Hershey congregation,
Pa.
Peachey: Amanda Emily, Dec. 1, 1993; John
and Deborah (Dougherty) Peachey, Cedar Grove
congregation, Pa.
Peachey: Michelle Renee, Nov. 25, 1993;
Daryl and Sherry (Allison) Peachey, Cedar
Grove congregation, Pa.
Peckman: Kristin Nicole, Dec. 17. 1993;
Warren and Teresa (Musser) Peckman, Air Hill
congregation, Pa.
Pfeiffer: Austin James, Dec. 13, 1993; Glenn
and Denys (Schmitt) Pfeiffer, Speedwell Heights
congregation, Pa.
Purves: Alijoy, Dec. 10, 1993; Alec and Caroljoy Purves, Westheights congregation, Ont.
Stein: Natalie Marie, Oct. 19. 1993; Nick
and Marsha Stein, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Wagner: Ian Taylor, Dec. 19, 1993; Keith
and Faithe (Musser) Wagner, Fairland congregation. Pa.

Weddings
Dewey - Rohrer: Suzanne, daughter of Fred
and Shirley Rohrer, Hope, Kan., and Chris, son
of Arthur Dewey and Mr. and Mrs. Lee Johnson,
Kansas City, Kan., Dec. 4, 1993, at Zion Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ron Bowell officiating.
Hoke - Huber: Darla Jean, daughter of
Elwood and Drema Huber, Millersville, Pa., and
James Matthew, son of Frank and Alona Hoke,
Washington Boro, Pa., Nov. 20, 1993, at Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Omer E.
King officiating.
Kerstetter - Darn Robyn Gail Darr, daughter of Barb and Glenn Trostle, Dillsburg, Pa.,
and Daniel Eugene, son of Edna and Jack Kerstetter, Sept. 4, 1993, at home with Rev. Ray
Bert officiating.
Partington - Kizul: Kim. daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Michael Kizul, Thorod, Ont., and
Robert James, son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Partington, St. Catharines, Ont., Oct. 23, 1993, at
Falls View Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Kathleen Leadley officiating.
Sauder - Martin: Juanita Kay, daughter of
LeRoy and Arlene Martin, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
and Barry Lee Jr., son of Barry and Pat Sauder
Sr., Elizabethtown, Pa., and Linda Sauder, Reading, Pa., Dec. 11, 1993, at Conoy Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Marlin K. Ressler officiating.

Obituaries
Brandt: John Ginder Brandt, born July 2,
1904, son of Albert S. and Lizzie Ginder Brandt,
died Nov. 17, 1993. Surviving are his wife,
Emma (Barnhart); four sons, Sylvan, Mervin,
Leo, and John; and a daughter, Ruth Brandt. He
worked as a truck mechanic and as a gas appliance technician for the former Myers Metered
Gas. For 28 years he worked as silk weaver at the
former Stehli Silk Mill. He also owned amd
operated a farm. John was a member of the Manheim congregation, Pa. The service was held at
Messiah Village with Rev. J. Robert Lehman
officiating. Interment was in the Mt. Pleasant
church cemetery.
Bryant: James Douglas Bryant, born May
1, 1946, in Pasadena, Calif., died Oct. 31, 1993.
Preceding him in death were his father, Earl A.;
and a brother, Earl A. Jr. Surviving are his wife,
Linda (Tanner); his mother, Mae Bryant; and a
brother, Bob. He was a math teacher at White
Co. High School for 25 years, having graduated
from Tennessee Technological University in
1969. He was a member of the DeRossett congregation, Tenn. The funeral was held at Thurman Funeral Home with Rev. John Schock and
Rev. Rodger McCann officiating. Interment was
in Old Bon Air Cemetery.
Deitrich: James D. Deitrich, born June 1,
1923, in Williamstown, Pa., died Dec. 16, 1993.
Surviving are his wife, Alice; a daughter. Donna
K. Boyce; a son, Douglas L.; three grandchildren; a brother, Harold R.; and a sister. Betty
Schoffstall. He was retired from AMP Inc.; was
an army veteran of World War II; and a member
of the Mexico Hunting Club and the Dauphin
County Anglers and Conservationists. He was a
member of the Free Grace congregation, Pa.,
where the funeral was held with Rev. C. R. Burgard and Rev. Edwin R. Kessler officiating.
Interment was in the church cemetery.
Goodyear: Clara H. Goodyear, born Apr.
21, 1912,"died Nov. 19, 1993. Preceding her in
death was her husband. Ralph F. Goodyear. Surviving are a brother, Alvis Hutchison; and a sister. Myrtle Nye. Clara was a retired registered
nurse; founder and member of the Keystone
Nurses Registry; a graduate of Messiah College
and the Chicago School of Nursing; and a member of the Messiah College Oratorio Society. She
attended the Messiah Village church, Pa., where
the funeral was held with Rev. J. Robert Lehman
officiating. Interment was in Westminster Cemetery.
Henderson: Freda Pauline Henderson, born
Mar. 8, 1918, daughter of Walter and Emeline
Cober Henderson, died Dec. 8, 1993. Surviving
are five sisters, Myrtle Scharbach, Bernice Cassel. Helen Climenhage. Blanche Henderson, and

Please note that "For the
Record" items sent handwritten or
as newspaper clippings make our
job more difficult and prone to

error than it needs to be. Please
obtain the proper reporting forms
from our office and submit all
births, weddings, and obituary
notices on them. Thank you.
Evangelical
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General Conference
A special four-page insert
was published last month in
the Evangelical Visitor. It had
two registration forms:
FORM A—to be filled out
by everyone attending General Conference and/or the preconference event. This
includes men, women, and
children—even those commuting from home. Form A should be
sent to General Conference Registrar, Barb Heinemann, P.O.
Box 290, Grantham PA 17027-0290. (People attending
evening sessions only need not register.)
FORM B—to be filled out by those who need transportation
from and/or to the airport. This form should be sent to Jim
Hess.
Because of the holidays in both the U.S. and Canada, it is
extremely important to make travel reservations early. (The
same urgency applies for area campsites and motels.) You are
urged to book your flight to the Harrisburg Airport since this
is the only airport to which we are supplying transportation.
Do not send any money with your registration forms. In

Ruth Henderson; and a brother, Melvin Henderson. Freda was one of the founding members of
the Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation where she
served as a Sunday school teacher, prayer warrior, and coordinator of the music ministry for
many years. She had also served in music at various holiness camps throughout the conference.
The funeral was held at the Heise Hill church
with Rev. Ken Smith and Rev. Mike Anderson
officiating. Interment was in the Heise Hill cemetery.
Hertzog: Ronald J. Hertzog Sr., born Oct. 2,
1948, son of Henry F. and Dorothy M. Gockley
Hertzog, died Nov. 13, 1993. Surviving are his
wife. Fay L. (Sheaffer); two sons, Ronald J. Jr.
and Keith A.; six brothers, Glenn, Steve, Dennis,
Larry L. Sr., Titus, and David; and three sisters,
Betty Wehner, Fay Felter, and Fern Jenks. He
attended the Pequea church, Pa., where the service was held with Rev. Omer E. King officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Hoover: William Morris Hoover, born Apr.
23, 1905, died Nov. 17, 1993. Preceding him in
death was an infant son, William; and a brother,
Walter. Surviving are his wife, Myrtle (Weaver);
children, Dorothy, John, Ruth Lofthouse, Nancy
Fehrman, Janet Rutka, Blake, Charles, and Dale;
22 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren; a sister, Dorothy; and seven brothers, Charles,
Robert. Fred, Edgar, Joseph, Kenneth, and John.
The funeral was held at Hyde and Mott Chapel,
Hagersville, Ont. with Rev. Albert Scholtens
officiating. Interment was in Selkirk Union Cemetery.
Jones: Mary L. Jones, 84, died Nov. 24,
1993. Preceding her in death was her husband,
Lanson Jones. Surviving are her children, Hilda
Allen, Maynard, Martha Shantz, and David; several grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and
two siblings, Ross Rhora and Leta Hoover. She
was a lifetime member of the Cheapside conFebruan- 1994

Information

response to your registration, you will receive a confirmation
indicating the charge for registration, lodging, and/or meals.
Those who pay before going to General Conference will shorten their time in the registration line.
If you plan to attend the pre-conference session, register for
it on the same form as for General Conference. Meal and lodging rates will be the same.
Exciting activities for children and youth are being planned.
Children through age 11 will have supervised learning experiences as in previous conferences (possible fee to be charged).
Excellent youth activities are also planned (cost $40). More
details forthcoming.
From January through June, Conference information will be
supplied through the Visitor. You will find it helpful to keep all
these copies at hand for easy reference.
For more information on registration only, contact Barb
Heinemann, P.O. Box 290, Grantham PA 17027-0290. Telephone between the hours of 8:00-4:30, Monday through Friday, at (717) 697-2634.
For information concerning all other Conference details,
contact Ken Mark, Convention Director, 304 Berkshire Rd.,
Mechanicsburg PA 17055. Telephone (717) 766-0403. You
may leave a recorded message at this number.

gregation, Ont. The funeral service was at the
Hyde and Mott Chapel with Rev. Albert
Scholten officiating. Interment was in White
Church Cemetery.
Kirby: Patsy Darlene Kirby, born Apr. 8,
1953, daughter of Carl Edward and Alta Knight,
died Dec. 10, 1993. Surviving are her husband,
Clifford Eugene Kirby; two daughers, Jeanina
and Katrina; two stepchildren, Clifford Kirby
and Amanda Hall; a stepgrandson; two brothers, Doyle Knight and Carl E. Knight; and a sister, Peggy Turner. She was employed at Red
Kap Industries. She was a member of the DeRossett congregation, Tenn., where she was active in
the youth program, ladies auxiliary, and senior
adult program. She taught Sunday school for
several years. Services were held at Thurman
Funeral Home with Rev. James Allen officiating.
Interment was in OakJawn Cemetery.
Kreps: Faye E. Kreps, born Jan. 15, 1924,
daughter of Clyde and Ella Menges, died Dec. 3,
1993. Surviving are her husband, Reuben H.
Kreps III; two sons, Edmund and Reuben IV;
eight grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Skyline View
congregation, Pa. The funeral was held at
Hoover Funeral Home with Rev. John R. Reitz
officiating. Interment was in Mt. Laurel Cemetery.
Lehman: Miriam A. Ruppert Lehman, born
Jan. 7. 1915, daughter of Leroy and Virginia
Forry Ruppert, died Nov. 14, 1993. Surviving are
her husband, Ira; two sons, Ray and Dale; three
grandchildren; one great-grandson; a sister, Ada
Keeney; and two brothers, Isaac Ruppert and
William Ruppert. She was a member of the
Locust Grove congregation, Pa., for 45 years.
The funeral service was held at the church with
Rev. George E. Bundy and Rev. Charles L.
Lehman officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.

Lenker: Grace P. Lenker, bom Feb. 3, 1909,
daughter of John E. and Lizzie M. Yingst Keefer,
died Dec. 3, 1993. Preceding her in death was
her husband, Thomas W. Lenker; and a son,
Robert. Surviving are a son, Warren T.; a daughter, Ruth L. Dietrich; 10 grandchildren; 9 greatgrandchildren; 4 brothers, Jay Edgar Keefer,
Luke L. Leefer Sr., Paul F. Keefer, and Earl E.
Keefer; and 2 sisters, Irene Etzweiler and Miriam
Witmer. Grace was retired from the former
Muskin Shoe Co. and the Seal Glove Factory.
She was a member and former Sunday school
teacher at the Free Grace church, Pa., where she
also took part in the sewing circle. The funeral
was held at the church with Rev. C. R. Burgard
and Rev. Edwin R. Kessler officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Skeeves: Flora Skeeves, 93, died Nov. 21,
1993. Preceding her in death was her husband,
Herbert Skeeves. Surviving are 3 daughters,
Ethel Cowie, Olive Hannah, and Marion King;
and 2 sons, Herbert and William; 10 grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren. Flora was a
member of the Ridgemount congregation, Ont.
The funeral service was held at Cresmount
Funeral Home with Rev. Kevin Taylor officiating. Interment was in North Glanford Cemetery.
Sollenberger: Ruth E. Sollenberger, born
Aug. 18, 1915, in Fayetteville, Pa., daughter of
Harvey S. and Mary Brechbill Sollenberger, died
Nov. 28, 1993. Surviving are two sisters, Catherine Wingert and Mary Burkholder. She was a
member of the New Guilford congregation, Pa.,
where the funeral was held with Rev. Robert D.
Vemo officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.
Correction: The obituary of Paul E. Hess in
the December issue should have listed seven
sons as survivors: John W., Roy E., Paul M.,
Barry W., J. Ronald, James M., and Larry W.
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Left: The present Bethany church building in Thomas, Oklahoma.
Below: The meetinghouse in 1907.

Thomas, Oklahoma

Bethany

centennial
by Barbara Rickel
The centennial celebration at the Bethany Brethren in Christ Church, Thomas,
Okla. began Friday, Nov. 5, with a dinner
meeting of the Custer County Historical
Society. The program featured the Jabbok
Orphanage and Bible School which the
church operated from the turn of the century until the mid-1950s. More than 140
people enjoyed the speaker, Dr. Arthur
Climenhaga, graduate of Jabbok Bible
School and son of John Climenhaga,
president of the school in the early 1930s.
A 100th birthday party on Saturday
evening was a time to visit and reminisce;
a beautifully displayed birthday cake was
served to 135 persons after the group held
lighted candles and sang. Photographs,
old church record books, Jabbok school
annuals, and articles from early church
life were a focal point of the reunion.
The Sunday morning service included
greetings from former pastors Ray Smee
and Henry Landis, music, a history of the
Sunday school, and a message by Dr. Climenhaga.
After a noon potluck meal, a service
presented the history of the church and
featured special memories of those who
were part of Bethany's past. A muledrawn wagon carried folks from the
church to the site of the Jabbok memorial marker and the Jabbok farm, which the
men of the church continue to operate,
with proceeds going to missions and
church outreach.
Historical glimpses
In March of 1893 a group of families
came from central Kansas to homestead
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the area southwest of present-day
Thomas, among them the Ed Alvis,
Daniel Kraybill, Gottlieb Switzer, and
David Book families, and James Eyster
(then single). Two years later the David
R. Eyster family came; the Milton Engle
family arrived in 1900 and the John
Frymire family followed a year later.
United not only by family relationships but also by a background in the
Brethren in Christ Church, the group
began meeting for Sunday school and
worship in brush arbors, tents, and
dugouts. In 1907 D. R. Eyster became
the bishop of the Oklahoma district.
The first church building, 1899, was a
20x30 square foot structure, given the
name "Bethany." The building, enlarged
in 1907, was quickly outgrown by the
congregation which increased rapidly
through many revival services. An entirely new church building was dedicated in
1917, which could seat about 250 and
had a basement for fellowship and meals.
In 1899 Rev. Abraham Eisenhower
and wife Annie, uncle and aunt of President Dwight D. Eisenhower, claimed a
homestead on a quarter-section just outside Thomas. In 1901 the Eisenhowers
received a charter from the Territory of
Oklahoma to begin Jabbok Faith Missionary Training Home and Orphanage.
When the number of children under
orphanage care decreased from a high of
55 to a low of 17, the home was closed in
1924.
Jabbok Bible School opened in the fall
of 1925 in the former orphanage build-

ings. The accredited high school graduated the first seniors in 1926 and the final
Senior class in 1955. Approximately 305
students from 15 states attended Jabbok
Bible School; graduates have served all
over the world as missionaries, pastors,
educators, and church leaders. A dairy,
begun during the Eisenhower years, continued to operate until 1963.
Though the church was enlarged twice
more, by the early '60s the congregation
was faced with the need to remodel and
expand. The present sanctuary on the
west edge of Thomas was dedicated in
April 1966. The parsonage was built in
1971. Need for more room by expanding
ministries and youth clubs brought the
addition of four large rooms in an educational wing and the game court in 1976.
In 1984 the congregation dedicated a
major addition which included the fellowship hall, a nursery complex, expanded kitchen and narthex, and a full basement of classrooms.
Pastoral leadership was provided to
the congregation in the early years by the
bishop, and by ministers who were chosen to be part of a multiple ministry for
the services. Bishop David R. Eyster
served nearly 40 years and was followed
by Bishop P. B. Friesen in 1946. The
multiple ministry changed in 1954 to the
installation of individual pastors, and the
church was served by Ira Eyster, Ray
Smee, and Henry Landis. Charles Rickel,
the current pastor, has served the Bethany
congregation for over 20 years.
•
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Christian Light Bookstores
try SELFHELP Crafts
The Christian Light Bookstores and
SELFHELP Crafts of the World, a program of Mennonite Central Committee,
are pioneering a partnership. Joyce
Ganse, wholesale sales manager of
SELFHELP Crafts, stated, "We're real
pleased with the opportunity to work with
the Christian Light Bookstores."
SELFHELP Crafts items are currently
being sold in the Christian Light Bookstores in Waynesboro, Pa., and Nappanee, Ind. If they sell well in these stores
they will be added to other Christian

Light Bookstores where there is a perceived market without competing with
established SELFHELP Crafts stores.
The mission of SELFHELP Crafts of
the World is to see that artisans in developing countries have marketing channels
to the United States and Canada while
being paid a fair price for their work. It is
felt that the ministry of SELFHELP
Crafts fits nicely with the ministry of the
Christian Light Bookstores, especially in
the area of gifts. SELFHELP Crafts offers
a wide range of products from countries

such as India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Kenya, and Peru. The Christian Light
Bookstores will inventory baskets, brassware, wood carvings, musical instruments, carved chess sets and other items
in a moderate price range. The quality
and price of SELFHELP Crafts items
gives customers a unique shopping
opportunity while providing the added
value of making a difference in the lives
of craftspeople.
Both SELFHELP Crafts and the
Christian Light Bookstores are non-profit organizations. Christian Light Bookstores are a division of the Board for
Media Ministries of the Brethren in
Christ Church.

r)iscipleship for the 21st Century
What kind
of people?
Part 5 of a series
In prior columns, we have set forth
several elements of discipleship meaningful for our times: commitment to the
lordship of Jesus; simplicity of lifestyle;
and caring for others' needs. We now lift
up community as another feature of discipleship needed to make the church relevant for our times.
Community is more than a geographic collection of people. A crowded city
subway train is a very lonely place for
some people. We're talking about community in terms of relationships—relationships which are friendly, supportive,
correcting, strengthening. Community is
greatly needed as an antidote to the individualism currently prevalent in North
American society. So much emphasis has
been placed on self-gratification, selfrealization, self-expression that we have
become a self-centered, individualistic
society. Fragmented families, tensionfilled workplaces, congregations stressed
by discord—all are manifestations of
unwholesome individualism and lack of
February 1994

community. Evangelical Protestantism is
not free of unhealthy individualism. Too
often the individual insists on doing his
own thing. If the group doesn't concur
or support, we change groups. Rather
than work through the issue or controversy, we withdraw at the first sign of
conflict, go off to another group, or do
our own thing.
Community is where I am loved—for
what I am or in spite of it. Loved for what
I can become. Loved because others in
the community have experienced the love
of God and can extend that love to me.
Community is where I can grow—
grow by affirmation of my strengths; by
loving correction of my shortcomings; by
gentle reminders to help me be on guard
against my weaknesses; by access to role
models; by instruction in new and deeper understanding.
Community is where I can test my
ideas. Here I can reveal my thoughts to
others, and have them refined, modified,
scrutinized, tested, all in the context of
affirmation and a common search for
truth and its proper application.
Community is where I can be protected from my own overzealous ideas and
limited insights. Broader perspective
gained from communication in community will improve my understandings and
my approach to challenges.

Community is where I can experience
growth as a result of conflict. Here, differing opinions are not threats, not occasions for offense, broken fellowship, and
ill will, but opportunity for more complete understanding of life's challenges,
and for collaborative solutions resulting
in better approaches to the problem needing solution. Here is where, even with
lingering differences, the process of communication and approach to differences
leaves relationships harmonious and
respectful, even with diversity of opinion.
This is the type of community envisioned by the teachings of Jesus and the
Apostles. It contrasts sharply with the
individualism, isolation, and alienation
which have plagued mankind throughout
history and are severely prominent in our
present society. How greatly we need a
return to this level of community! It is
the task, even the privilege, of the Church
to be this kind of community, and to
model it before a world which has lost it.

By Dr. Samuel M. Brubaker, for the Board
for Brotherhood Concerns.
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FUTURE PILLAR
OF THE CHURCH

Sometimes pillars of
the church are
pint-sized. If she's
going to grow as a
disciple of Jesus, tell
her she's valued now.

—

Jubilee,
DS BDOD OEMS
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God's
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
New acting dean announced
Dr. Dorothy Gish, associate dean of
the faculty, has been named acting dean
of Messiah College. Dr. Gish replaces
former dean Dr. Harold Heie. She began
her duties in mid-December.
The search for a new academic dean
will be initiated after a new president of
Messiah College is announced in February. Current president D. Ray Hostetter
will be retiring at the end of this academic year after
30 years at
the helm of
the college.
Dr. Gish
received her
B.A. from
Greenville
College (111.)
and her Ph.D.
in child development
and family
relations from Pennsylvania State University in 1971. She has served at Messiah College in various capacities since
1972, and has been in her current position
since 1982.
A popular conference workshop leader and speaker, Gish was the chairperson
of the Behavioral Science Department

SENIORS
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Now

and a professor of early childhood and
family life education at Messiah in the
late 1970s. During the 1979-1980 academic year she served as acting dean of
students. She also directed Messiah's
Elderhostel program from 1978 to 1985.
Since 1989 she has been the associate
director of the Christian College Consortium Minority Faculty Recruitment and
Development Project. She is also on the
Board of Directors of the Mennonite
Health Services USA, Lifeline Ministries
Women's Shelter in San Francisco,
Calif., and Messiah Village in Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Messiah library receives
collection
A notable library collection of some
7,000 volumes was recently donated to
Messiah College's Murray Learning
Resources Center by the late W. Jim
Neidhardt, professor of physics at the
New Jersey Institute of Technology in
Newark, an expert on religion and science.
Neidhardt was a creative writer on the
relation between Christian faith and modern science. He wrote a large number of
articles for scholarly journals and wrote a
book with James Loder called, The
Knight's Move: The Relational Logic of
the Spirit in Theology and Science.
According to associate professor of
science and history Ted Davis, the Neidhardt collection is of unusual quality,
especially as it relates to Christianity and
science. He points out, though, that nearly every department in the college will
benefit from his gift. Neidhardt had first
class books in physics, engineering, theology, history and philosophy of science,

cybernetics, chaos theory, artificial intelligence, as well as management, psychology, sociology, Christian living, fine
arts, philosophy, and aesthetics. His collection of books about religion and science represents many perspectives within and outside of Christianity.
Davis stated that Neidhardt's deep
interest in finding fruitful new ways of
relating his Christian faith to the thinking
patterns of modern scientists led him to
give his collection to a Christian college.
The presence of longtime friends at Messiah, Dwight Paine, professor of mathematics, Gene Chase, professor of mathematics and computer science, and Davis,
led him to specifically choose Messiah
College for the collection.
Neidhardt wanted to see his collection
used by scholars writing about theology
and modern science. To that end, possibilities are being explored to provide support for researchers, from Messiah and
other institutions, who wish to use the
collection.
Messiah building wins award
Messiah College's Frey Hall was
recently included in American School &
University's Architectural Portfolio 1993.
Frey Hall is one of 130 of the nation's
most outstanding new, renovated and
planned educational facilities featured in
the November issue of AS&U. Projects
included in AS&U Architectural Portfolio
were evaluated under three broad criteria—planning, design objectives, and creative and effective use of resources.
Frey Hall was occupied during the
1991-1992 academic year, and is one of
15 post-secondary buildings displayed in
the magazine. The 67,000 square foot,

High school seniors planning to attend Messiah College this September should
apply now. Here are three things students need to d o to apply:
1. Complete and submit the Messiah College application, a copy of which is
bound between pages 32 and 33 of the college catalog.
2. Have official transcripts of courses, grades, and standardized test scores sent
to the Messiah College Admissions office. Messiah will accept either
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American College Testing (ACT) scores.
3. Have two recommendations, including one from your pastor or youth director, sent to the Messiah College Admissions Office. Recommendation forms
are included in the application booklet.
The Messiah College Admissions Office is open weekdays 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Call or write for a catalog, application form, financial aid information, or campus
visit information: Admissions Office, Messiah College, Grantham PA 17027, (717)
691-6000.
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$6.7 million building houses general
classrooms, lecture halls, a 180-seat auditorium, and art studios, as well as computer, electronics, physics and engineering laboratories. The building also has
state-of-the-art mechanical and electrical
systems.
According to Joe Agron, editor of
AS&U, "Intelligent school design is at
the forefront of long-term educational and
community planning. Today's buildings
must be programed to enhance and promote learning, as well as serve the local
area. The projects exhibited in this year's
Architectural Portfolio successfully illustrate how this can be accomplished."
Frey Hall was named to honor longtime Lancaster, Pa., residents and
founders of Turkey Hill Minit Marts,
Charles and Anna Frey and Emerson and
May Frey. Charles has been a longtime
supporter of Messiah College, both finan-

cially and as a volunteer. He has
also served as a church officer
and member of the Board for
World Missions for the Brethren
in Christ Church. Emerson
taught in the college's department of music for 10 years from
1959 to 1969. He then served
on the college board of Trustees
starting in 1971, was secretary
to the Board for a number of
years, and retired in June of
1991. As a life trustee of the college, Emerson was granted
trustee emeritus status when he
retired.

Dear Fielding,
Winter is a time of sickness. I hope you are safe and
well. I think I had fever the other day. It's so easy to feel
sorry for one's self. I'm sure if you had been here, I
would have complained severely about my sorry state of
affairs. It's a temptation, you know, to think you are the
only creature on earth who is frustrated or suffering at
any given moment.
And speaking of suffering, let me tell you what happened last week. I was in the big room that I've heard
the humans refer to as the sanctuary. A man came in.
Talk about sorry states—he was crying desperately. I
don't know what his problem was, but he came midafternoon when no one was around. He cried so hard that
his face became red and swollen. At points he called out
hoarsely, almost screaming for help. At other times, he
mumbled or frantically paced the room, pounding the
wall or the chairs. Finally, after almost an hour, he
slumped onto the stairs leading to the front of the sanctuary and lay motionless there for quite some time. I wondered, was he ill...or worse?
His behavior seemed very odd to me. When the people come together once or twice a week, I don't see anyone else acting this way. If they have hurts or problems,
they surely don't show it.
Oh, now and then I see
a drop or two of water
roll down a cheek.
However, open desperation like that of this
man I had never seen
and have not since.
But, Fielding, a most
amazing transformation
took place. After lying on
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Frey Hall

the steps for quite some time, the man slowly rose to his
feet. He looked totally different. For a long time, he did
nothing except stare straight ahead. But soon he did the
strangest thing; he started to sing. Oh, it wasn't the way
they sing during their big gatherings. It was quiet. At
first his voice faltered and broke. He stopped, but started
again and again, each time with more determination. As
far as I could make out the words, he was singing to
someone named Jesus. And the longer he sang, the
stronger he seemed to become. His shoulders squared
and his back straightened. His face took on a sort of
glow.
When he finished the song, he sat for awhile, then got
up and left. I had to wonder what it was out there in the
big world that had made him so fearful and unhappy. But
one thing for certain, he came to the sanctuary for help—
and got it.
The whole incident made me so curious that I snuck
into the pastor's room with all the books and looked up
sanctuary: "a sacred place of refuge and protection," it
said. Did the room have some magical power? And if so,
why did not more of these humans use it?
I wanted to work up some nerve and go ask the man
in the small room. He seems so wise about everything.
But I didn't. You can be sure that I'm going to be watching to see if anyone else comes for "refuge and protection" the way that man did.
Meanwhile, write and let me know what is happening
out there in the world. While I miss you terribly, I am
not regretting my decision to come here. Weird and wonderful things go on here that I wager you'll never see
where you live. When I get it all figured out, I'll let you
know.
Your cousin,
A. Nony Mouse
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WB/mus
Dear Paul,
I am not sure how to begin this letter.
For some time I pondered how best to
put what I am about to say. I want to ask
about a potentially controversial subject,
and you know how the postal service has
functioned recently. There's no telling
who might read this letter and then disseminate its content. I want to ask you
this question because you have experience in two vital areas at the very heart of
my query. You are both a pastoral figure
and a theological thinker. Here's my concern: Why don't people in this church
think about their faith? Perhaps a better
way to phrase the question is: Why aren't
people reflective about Christianity? I
began kicking around this question due to
a pair of seemingly unrelated conversations and a book I began to read.
I started down this path after talking
with a person who told me our church
and related "sister" churches needed a
few good theologians. He argued that we
had church historians, biblical scholars,
and even a few philosophers (as "dangerous" as they are perceived to be), but
there are no theologians. I told him we
didn't need theologians; they'd only mess
things up. I was only kidding. Sorta. The
reasoning is twofold: Creeds aren't
important to us and the average lay person doesn't really care. My friend made a
fairly convincing argument regarding the
first item. Knowing what we believe—
and here "we" means Christians through
the ages—is vitally important. Otherwise
our belief becomes muddled and mixed
with falsehood. Moreover we might look
foolish as we stumble in the course of
explaining a fine point of Christian doctrine. I consider myself an average kind
of guy, and I couldn't adequately explain
the trinity (although I've heard that referring to the three rivers around Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania is a good start). Fortunately, no one at the mall has asked me to do
this. Still, the problem remains. We say
we believe in this or that doctrine, and yet
we would be hard pressed to explain adequately what it means. That's where theologians could help. After all, it is their
job to help bridge the gap between doctrine and the modern world. They are
trained to look at the church's creeds and
make them relevant to today. My friend
rather quickly conceded the second point.
He also thought that if we had theoloFebruary 1994

gians they'd end up talking to themselves
because the laity wouldn't take them seriously.
This conversation got me going. I
rushed to a library and searched for some
relevant material. I came across a book by
Wolfhart Pannenberg, entitled An Introduction to Systematic Theology. That was
a big mistake because he, as way of introduction, asked a more basic question:
Why should anyone believe in a foreign
god? The Jews are born into their faith
(although not all accept it), but Christians
face the challenge of themselves accepting and asking others to accept a god
which really isn't "their" god. For example most people in our church are Teutonic in ethnic background. The ancient
Germans worshiped "spirit trees" and
gods like Loge, Siegfried, and Tyr. Yahweh, the god of Israel, is not "our" god.
So why should anyone forsake "their"
god for someone else's god? Pannenberg
argues that in order to convince a person
to do this one needs to know about and be
able to explain who the foreign god is.
And that, of course, is where theology
comes in handy. By this point I changed
my mind about theology not being important, but I still didn't think the average
person in the pew cared what theologians
might say or do.
A few days after the initial conversation I was involved in another discussion
about future ministry in Anabaptist related denominations. One point seemed
generally agreed upon by those participating: Our congregations generally are
not led by theologically reflective people. We have tended to adopt a C.E.O. or
business model for pastors. Budgetary
and building concerns often seem to have
priority over theological reflection. Congregational decisions are based more on
funding than theology. If that's the case,
we'd better begin to worry. What is the
pastor's role? Is he or she really only to
think about programs and buildings?
Shouldn't the pastor help the congregation better understand their beliefs and
enable the members to provide reasonable articulations of those beliefs to anyone outside the body of faith?
In order to do that the pastor will need
to read and think about theology himself,
and then actually begin to preach about
this. I think this may be problematic.
Many pastors simply don't have the lux-

ury of reading and reflecting on what they
read. There are sick to visit, committee
meetings to attend, sermons to develop,
Sunday school lessons to be prepared,
pagans to be evangelized, midweek services to be planned, reports to be written,
etc., etc.
Another twist may be that a pastor
does take time to read, but he selects his
reading material poorly. One of my pastor friends is frustrated monthly by the
books suggested by her peers in the bishop's newsletter. I seem to recall her using
the word "drivel" to describe these texts.
Perhaps that is a little harsh, but when
names like Bruggeman, Dunn, Barth,
Brunner, Wesley, Simons, Luther,
Calvin, Augustine are never recommended, "drivel" comes close to being a useful
term.
Am I asking too much? Somehow you
were able to balance the roles of pastor
and theologian; you did write both 1
Corinthians and Romans. Obviously you
believed the two tasks go hand in hand.
Have the times changed so much that
these concerns are no longer important
to the people of God? Or is there a more
serious situation at play here? Have we
forsaken an important task intended for
all believers in all times? I would appreciate your input. Until then....
Grace be with you,
Onesimus

Contributions invited for Dialogue and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters may
be shortened. All letters must be
signed. Occasionally we may decide
to withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for readers to express their opinions on a
broad range of topics relevant to the
mission of the church and to living
the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the
view of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect the official position or
policy of the Brethren in Christ
Church or this periodical.
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Discipleship
for the
discerning
by Don Shafer

For the first three years of this
decade our church family leaders
have called for a priority on evangelism and discipleship. While we as a
church still have a long way to go on
evangelism, the greater challenge is
discipleship. With evangelism defined, in a narrow sense, we can produce programs and establish goals
that enable us to count added numbers of people to the congregation.
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The broader definition of evangelism
includes persons becoming responsible members of the church. Indeed,
some would contend that evangelism
and discipleship are inclusive, i.e.,
one and the same. The Bible can be
used to support both concepts. For
the sake of this article, it is assumed
that evangelism is that function of the
church that calls people to initially
come to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord. Discipleship is that function of the church that teaches people
how to follow Jesus as Lord the rest
of their lives both here and for eternityTo discern discipleship is to see it
with the "eye of the mind" as one dictionary defined discern. It is to have
insight about following Jesus.
Recently I was conversing with a
faithful friend. In our dialogue it was
pointed out to me that the church's
primary responsibility is to "make
disciples" (Matt. 28:19). We agreed
that this imperative statement from
Jesus was a good summary of the task
of the church. My friend then posed
the question as to why the church
tends to use a corporate structure and
mode to carry out an educational
mandate. I've not only pondered that
question but shared it with my colleagues. The initial response was to
ask what an educational model would
look like. I had no quick response.
(How's that for a change?) But the
more I reflect, it seems to me that we
need to invest more time and energy
and money in training persons than
spending time in boards and committees. We need to prioritize the substance of our curriculum rather than
constantly change our structure. We
need to make disciples more than
debate our doctrine.
As I reflect on my own involvements it seems to me that one of the
most valuable and productive things I
do is to teach the core course on polity to new or incoming pastors to our
church family. It is an intense time of
teaching others the "trust" of carrying

on our life together. It is a sharing
about discipleship (2 Tim. 2:2).
I also read recently about a trend or
movement that has led our peoples of
North America to be more detached
and focused on subjective experience.
We become detached from other people and the world and become engulfed in ourselves. One author (Louis
Arnorsson Sass) calls this "modernism madness that is insane."
The careful reading of the Scriptures leads us to remember that we
are called to become members of
God's kingdom and a community of
God's people. To be sure there are
desert experiences of personal prayer
and fasting, but the call to discipleship includes images of the city and
temple. We are pilgrims and exiles
not tourists or explorers. It is a call to
commitment and faithfulness. It is a
covenant relationship that results in
obedient behavior. It is a following
that includes accountability. Our culture has many blessings, but it will
be a curse if we follow the insanity of
detachment and only subjective experiences. We as disciples of Jesus are
to be ever learning and discerning the
will of God. For that we need both
the inward journey and the people of
God. The only reason for wandering
in the wilderness is to get us, as a
people, to the promised land, the holy
city, the eternal home of God's gathered people. We are not consumers
of products but discerning disciples
on a journey that is in the world but
ultimately not of this world.

R. Donald Shafer
is General Secretary
for the Brethren in
Christ Church.
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Tentorial
True love waits
"An anonymous survey of 2,000 California junior
highers ranging in age from 11 to 16 conducted by Pediatrics found that 'one in five reported being sexually
active, some as young as 11. Sixty percent of the sexually
active were between the ages of 13 and 14; almost half said
they have had many different sex partners—up to ten in
many cases.... What really startled the researchers, however, was that no matter how much or how little the junior
highers knew about AIDS or other sexually-transmitted
diseases, more than a third of those sexually active said
they rarely or never used condoms.' (Source: Pediatrics
1992)"
"Findings of the [U.S.] Centers for Disease Control
survey revealed that 40 percent of freshmen, 48 percent of
sophomores, 57 percent of juniors, and 72 percent of
seniors have had sex. (Associated Press, April 4, 1992)"

Step One of the campaign starts in the home, with
suggestions for a family worship experience focused on
sexual purity. During this family time, teenagers are invited to voluntarily sign a covenant promising sexual abstinence from that moment until marriage. Worded in this
way, the commitment can be made by teens who previously have been sexually active—they can make a fresh
commitment to God.
Step Two of the campaign moves to the congregation,
with suggestions for a youth Bible study on "True Love
Waits," along with a worship service in which commitment
cards may be collected and the congregation expresses
their support to the teens.
Brethren in Christ congregations and families can
adapt "True Love Waits" concepts and materials for local
use without incurring a great deal of expense—with the
blessing of the organizers, who are delighted to see "True
Love Waits" spread beyond Southern Baptists. Because of
photocopying and postage costs, we prefer sending a copy
of the material to congregations for local promotion and
distribution. Pastors or church youth group leaders may
call or write our office, requesting a copy of the information packet which we will send by return mail at no cost to
the church. If individual readers are not able to persuade
their congregation to develop a "True Love Waits" emphasis but would like to see the package for possible use at
home, we will be happy to send you the materials at the
cost of $2.00 U.S. (to cover copying and postage).
Pastor Wingert suggested the Visitor publish the actual names of Brethren in Christ teens who sign the "True
Love Waits" covenant. At this point, I am more inclined to
report the names of congregations participating in "True
Love Waits" and the number of teens making such a commitment. However, I am open to suggestions from pastors,
youth workers, and teens themselves who participate.
For a copy of the "True Love Waits" material, write or
call: Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN
46550; phone(219)773-3164.
G

These statistics are only part of a package of material
entitled "True Love Waits," produced by the Southern
Baptist Convention. The material was sent to the Visitor
office by Gerald Wingert, pastor of the Air Hill Brethren in
Christ Church, who asked the question, "Is this campaign
for sexual abstinence among teenagers something we ought
to latch onto? How exciting it would be to see 2,000
Brethren in Christ teenagers' names in the Evangelical
Visitor declaring their stand for sexual purity!"
The Southern Baptists have instituted an elaborate
campaign involving family units, congregations, and state
associations, culminating in an anticipated display of
100,000 signed covenant cards at their 1994 national convention in Orlando, Fla. They have even made arrangements for a display of covenant cards at the Mall in Washington, D.C., on July 19—hoping for covenant cards from
over 500,000 teens, including teens from other denominations and organizations. In addition to printed materials, an
anthem has been written and cassette tape produced.
Acrylic holders for the covenant cards are available for
purchase.
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Redeeming
the time
by Mim Stern

^
In the mid-'70s during missions deputation in
Ontario, Canada, my husband and I were hosted
overnight in the home of a very special couple,
Bob and Lila Osburn.
Having just enjoyed a bedtime snack, we were
being shown our accommodation for the night.
"Bob will take care of your breakfast," said Lila.
"I will have gone to work."
Then we learned the shocking truth that this
whole-looking man had been in lymphoma remission and was scheduled for a medical appointment
the next day. "It's not how long you live, but how,"
Lila added as if to lighten our looks of dismay.
And then, "Bob will be leaving shortly to sit with
a friend who works as an attendant at a nearby gas
station." It was already midnight.
Mim Stern lives in Philadelphia, Pa., and with her husband
Pete is active in ministry among international students.

Bob's friend Hubert, the gas pumper, had been
an alcoholic before being saved at 39 years old.
Now his old buddies would come by throughout
the night tempting him to drink. When Bob learned
about it, he developed a routine of going over to
the station about midnight and staying until 4 a.m.
The old buddies dropped away? Five-years later
Hubert died victorious in Jesus, a star in Bob's
crown.
J n the meantime Bob's cancer was reactivated.
During his last weeks in the hospital Lila, besides
supporting her terminally ill husband, was busy
distributing Four Spiritual Laws booklets to
Toronto taxi drivers (her main transport to and
from the hospital).
Bob died in 1979 after a hard battle with the
killer disease. He claimed the last part of Paul's
testimony, "For me to live is Christ, to die is gain."
Before leaving the hospital, Lila was queried by
the attending physician, Dr. Wong, about the
unusual strength her family exuded throughout the
death and dying ordeal. "It wasn't our strength, it
was our faith," Lila assured him, then asked
through her tears, "How's your faith, doctor?"
"Oh, I'm Catholic," he answered.
"Oh, that doesn't matter at all," she witnessed.
"If you accept Jesus as your Savior you can have
strength for everything in life." She never saw him
again.
The following summer Reverend Andy McNiven, dying with cancer, was attended by a Chinese
doctor who was always praising the Lord. His
name? You guessed it...Dr. Wong.
For all of us whether well or ill, our days are
uncertain. As we ponder the real reason for our
existence, may it be said of us, when the time
comes, as was said of Bob Osburn, "His dying
counted for the glory of God just as much as his
living."
•
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